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Lesson Calendar 


The Gospel of the Kingdom (Studies in Matthew) 


1. October 3.—Birth and Childhood of Jesus 
Matthew 1 and 2 
2. October 10.—Baptism and Temptation of Jesus 
Matthew 3:1 te 4: il 
3. October 17.—Jesus Begins His Ministry 
Matthew 4: 12-25 
4 October 24.—What the King Requires ........ Matthew 5 
5. October 31.—Hew Down the Corrupt Tree—World’s 
Temperance Sunday .s.....-..-sssee0 Matthew 7 : 13-29 
6. November 7.—Principles of Christian Living 
Matthew 6:1 to 7:12 
7. November 14.—The Power and Authority of Jesus 
Matthew 8 and 9 
8. November 21.—The Twelve Sent Forth (May be used 
with Migsionary Applications) .....+.....++. Matthew 10 
9. Novembers.—How Jesus was Received 
Matthew 11 and 12 
- 40. December 5.—The Growth of the Kingdom 
Matthew 13 : 1-43 
11. December 12.—What the Kingdom of Heavef is 
ERMM . a\ cndcdccgndpsbevinee seswakberesces Matthew 13 : 44-58 
12. December 19.—Jesus Feeds the Multitudes..Matthew 14 
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Or, 
Christmas Lesson—The Birth of Jesus ......... Luke 2 : 8-20 
13. December 26.—Review: The Kingdom of Heaven 
on Earth. Selection for Reading .......... Isaiah 25 : 1-8 








BOUT ten thousand persons — pastors, superin- 
tendents and teachers—who are among the 

** not-yet’’ subscribers to The Sunday School Times 
are to receive a specimen copy of this issue. They, 
as well as the present subscribers, are invited to read 
with care a bit of information on the next page, and 
to consider — yes, and to act upon »ethe suggestion 

there made. t 




















The Widow’s Mite 


By Annie Johnson Flint 


Many that were rich cast in much,... but she of her want did 
cast in all that she had (Mark 12: 41, 44). 


OD reckons values not as men ; 
P" Vast was the widow’s “ mite,”’ 
While all the rich men’s lavish “ much” 
, Was little in His sight. 


We talk complacently of “ mites,” 
Whose thoughts and gifts are small; 
But we forget the widow’s mite 
Was just —the widow’s all! 





Ax or Fan — and Fire? 


If God cannot purge he must punish. In John’s 
reat wilderness sermon he speaks of the ax and the 
re ae. 3:10, 11), and then again of the fan and 

the fire (Matt. 3:12). The ax is laid at the root 
of the tree, and if the tree is absolutely dead it is 
hewn down and cast into the fire. But the tree may 
not be utterly dead; perhaps if the ax chops off the 
dead branches, the trunk may send forth living shoots 
in a new growth. At any rate the Holy Spirit in- 


spired John to pause (and He inspired Matthew to 
write it into the record) and swerve away from 
the mention of the punishing fire, and to speak of 
a different kind of fire—purging fire. The One 
who is to come after John “shall baptize you with 
the Holy Spirit and fire.” The Holy Spirit is a 
fire. He came upon Jesus at the beginning of his 
ministry as a dove, but he came upon the Church 
at its beginning as fire-tongues, because the Church 
was to be composed of those in whom the “Spirit of 
burning” (Isa. 4: 4) does his perfect work of purify- 
ing from the dross of sin. And then the thought 
goes back to the consuming fire for the hopeless chaff: 
‘whose fan is in his hand... he will burn up the 
chaff with unquenchable fire.” There is the hopeful 
fire of purging for correction of backsliding, but only 
the hopeless fire of punishment for unbelief and 


apostasy. 
a 
For “Emergencies” and “Kind Acts” 


God> expects all his children to be generous 
givers. He is not like a wealthy but parsimonious 
earthly father, for instance, who sends his son away 
to college and stints him in allowances so that he 
cannot share with other students in their giving to 
vatious causes incident to college life. In one of 
the bulletins of the Great Commission Prayer League, 
reviewing multiplied activities, under God, during 
the past year, the Director, who had been think- 
ing of the need for still larger activity for the 
League during the coming year, spoke of the help 
he received from a precious word of comfort in Mof- 
fatt’s translation of 2 Corinthians 9:8: “God is able 
to bless you with ample means, that you may always 
have quite enough for every emergency of your own, 
and ample besides for any kind act to others.” Wey- 
mouth’s translation of the same passage is quite like 
this. Is it not likely that we have too often referred 
the promise in this passage only to the abounding 
of sufficiency in spiritual things? That interpreta- 
tion is true enough, but the primary thought here, 
as the entire context shows, is for “ample means” in 
material things. When we look upon what we con- 
sider our poverty, we are tempted to think our 
own emergencies are not past, and to withhold the 
“kind act to others.” Perhaps we may learn a les- 


son from a message sent by-a woman in Canada te 
the Great Commission Prayer League: “I am send- 
ing you what I have saved from my laundry bills 
this year ($25). I have been washing my own things, 
and it has meant quite a saving. May it mean many, 
many precious souls washed clean in the blood of the 
Lamb—a saving of money, and a saving of souls.” 
Not that God may want every housewife to do her 
own washing, of course; but to find ways of getting 
and giving in the “kind act.” Are we all going to 
the deeps of this promise? 


a 


How to Form Friendships 


Choice, not chance, should dictate our friend- 
ships. While this guiding principle holds true ia 
every phase of life, it is particularly pertinent now 
for young folk setting off for college. The lives 
of many well trained boys and girls have been marred 
by sin as the result of evil companionship at 
school. It requires a strong will, relentlessly exerted, 
to steer clear of haphazard friendships. John Wes- 
ley set a good example in this respect; he declared 
that, when already far advanced in-his college course, 
and when “It pleased God to give me a settled resolu- 
tion to be not a uominal but a real Christian (being 
then about twenty-two years of age) my acquaint- 
ances were as ignorant of God as myself. But there 
was this difference: I knew my own ignorance; they 
did not know theirs. I faintly endeavored to help 
them, but in vain. Meantime I found by sad experi- 
ence that even their harmless conversation, so called, 
damped all my good resolutions.” As he was taking 
this matter to the Lord, the way was opened for him 
to’ become Fellow in ee college, where he knew 
only one person. “I foresaw abundance of people 
would come to see me,” he continued, “either out of 
friendship, civility, or curiosity; and that I should 
have offers of acquaintance new and old: but I had 
now fixed my plan. I resolved to have no acquaint- 
ance by chance but by choice; and to choose such only 
as would help me on my way to heaven... I bless 
God this has been my invariable rule for about three- 
score years.” It is a golden rule to follow, and 
parents would do well to impress it upon their chil- 
dren just now leaving home for school. 


The Music of the Christian Life 


harmony, order, beauty. God said as much 
when he looked upon the work of his hands 
and called it “good.” But sin destroyed the har- 
meny so evident at creation. Everything that helps 
to restore it is “good.” ‘Music and harmony are 
most intimately related. True music is harmony. In 
heaven harmony will be completely restored, and 
there we shall have the best music. But heaven may 
— it should —begin on earth. A precious truth that 
needs to be emphasized now in the midst of all earth’s 
discords is that music and harmony should charac- 
terize Christian living in this present time. | 
The meaning of harmony jis best set forth in such 
descriptive words@as accord, concérd, consonance. 
These terms signify “a sounding together,” “a being 
in tune”— phrases that refer gp Br reer PM to the 
various coincidences of tone-waves. When the vi- 
brations of one tone are in simple ratios to the vi- 
brations of another tone, a consonance, or “harmoni- 
ous sound” results. Or, to put it somewhat more 
simply, when tone-waves agree or beat together at 
frequent and regular intervals, then there is harmony; 
that is, a “sounding together.” The real Christian’s 
purposes and life are closely in agreement with the 
will ef God, and so he may truly be said to be “in 
tune with the infinite,” or stating it in another way, 
he “walks with the King.” 
Dr. A. C. Dixon wal attention to the fact that 
music and harmony extend to a wide variety of sub- 
jects: 
“All music is not for the ear. A master painting, 


the colors all harmonizing one with the other, 1s 
music on canvas. A grand cathedral, every part 


Witirm God created the earth everything was 


« harmonizing with every other part, is music in 
stone. A garden of flowers filling the air with 
sweet odors that please, is music in perfume. Words 
written or spoken that thrill our souls, harmon- 
izing with conscience and truth, are music in 
thought; and sometimes the emotions of the soul, 
too deep for utterance, make music that we can- 
not express; it is too delicate to label and toe 
sweet to describe.” 


And then ‘he calls attention to the fact that the 
various Christian graces too are really music. When 
a soul is saved, Christ enters in. And so long as 
Christ sings in the human heart, there must be har- 
mony. 

Faith is music, for the reason that it is in harmony 
with facts. Some one has spoken of “the credulity 
of unbelief.” When one is willing to study the whole 
matter thoroughly and -fairly, there will be found 
more mental difficulties in rejecting the Christian 
faith than in accepting it. Faith is not merely a 
blind trust in an unknown quantity, but a wise judg- 
ment made about certain factors, based upon the abun- 
dant facts and evidence that are the foundation of 
those factors. We, 

Christian hope is music because it is in harmony 
with the faithfulness of God. We base our hopes 
on God’s promises, because his promises have always 
been kept. God has ever proved true to his covenant 
name, Jehovah, “I Am that I Am.” To doubt God is 
discord. : 

Obedience harmonizes with the authority of God. 
Disobedience is discord. In the time of the Judges 
every man did what was right in his own eyes. And 
so have done the Bolsheviki in modern times. But 
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even they have come to realize the necessity of law 
and authority, for it is reperted that many of the 
laws which their leaders have made are as stringent 
as Russia has ever had. The discord of anarchy 
was too evident. We may go still a step farther in 
the realization that the truest obedience contains an 
added element, Jove; and when it contains thy ele- 
ment, there is perfect harmony. : 

Prayer is music when it is in harmony with the 
will of the Father. That is the secret of John 15: 
7, “If ye abide in me, and my words abide in you, ye 
shail ask what ye will, and it shall be done unto 
you.” The vine and branch chapter is just another 
way of stating the facts about harmony. - “Abiding in 
the vine” is “being in tune.” Real prayer is God- 
inspired, and so goes back to him, and of course is 
answered. Much prayer is not answered because it 
is not harmonious. Sin has made a discord; the 
prayer is not in tune; there is no connection. 

hus ene might go on through every Christian 
virtue and practise. Righteousness is music in that 
it is in harmony with truth and holiness. Gratitude 
is music in that it harmonizes with the love of God. 
The purpose of Calvarywas to reconcile the sinner 
to God, “to bring the dfScordant nature and life of 
man into perfect harmony with His own nature and 
will.” What great blessings to unworthy sinners! 
There should be no discord of complaint, but rather 
“giving thanks always.” 

But it is in the life of victory that there is mani- 
fested the sweetest music on earth—an abiding har- 
mony with God, looking forward to the eternal har- 
mony in heaven. Many Christians have realized the 
discord of sin, have trusted God for their salvation, 
and have been freed from the penalty of sin. Still there 
has not been complete happiness and harmony, because 
sin in some phase or other has been allowed to retain 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


Are You Having Victory To-day ? 


“He giveth power to the faint; and to him 





that hath no might he increaseth strength” 
(Isa. 40 : 29). 

\ Are you “faint” and conscicus of having “no 
might”? This promise is for you. 








———— 
————— 
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its strong grip on them. If they would “let go and 
let God,”— if they would trust in full harmony with 
the character of Jehovah, the discord in their lives 
would correspondingly disappear. For does not our 
Lord promise to save from the power as well as from 
the penalty of sin? The harmony of continuing trust 
will bring the harmony of the Spirit-fille¢ life. 

And finally, if our lives are thus in harmony with 
God, they will naturally be so to our neighbors, and 
a cheery radiance and good cheer and fellowship will 
manifest itself to those about us. 


“If our love were but more simple, 
We should take Him at His word; 
And our lives would be all sunshine 
In the sweetness of our Lord.” 


Which is again another way of saying that they 
would be all harmonious. 


“All else may fail, His goodness faileth never, 

All else may change, His love is changeless ever, 
From age to age, forevermore the same, 

Praise ye the Lord and magnify His name.” 





Can Dancing be “Safeguarded”? 


Is there harm in a dancing party given by the young 
people of a school where no one. attends except the 
pupils and teachers? And is it right for the superin- 
tendent and teachers of a Sunday-school to attend a 
public dance, “just to hear the music”? If it is not 
right, what should be done if the superintendent and 
all the teachers except one attend, and that number 
have controlling voice in the Sunday-school? If it 
is right it seems to me that it should not be claimed 
by some churches to be an evil; if it is wrong it seems 
that fact should be taught and practised in the 


Sunday-school.—A Reader of the Times. 

I have a young friend who has been in this. coun- 
try five years. Born in France, wine and dancing were 
taught her to be right. She is a member of a Prot- 
estant church in the United States where many of the 
members dance. I would appreciate your help in mak- 


ing these matters clear to her. She thinks the writer 
is the only one who hates these things, and so far I 
have not found any one brave enough to risk offending 
her, although many admit they do not do these things, 
yet they are afraid to come out strongly against them. 
—An Indiana Reader. 


Is there any wrong in dancing to one who has 
been. taught that it is not wrong? 

ls there any harm in dancing where it is surrounded 
by certain so-called “safeguards”? 

Both inquiries seem to pre-suppose wrong or harm 
in dancing under certain circumstances, Is dancing, 
then, not always wrong? 

David danced, and it was not wrong. That was an 
expression of holy joy, and his wife wa’ sadly pun- 
ished for despising it (2 Sam. 6:16). Miriam danced 
(Exod. 15:20), and it was right and proper. There 
is a time to dance (Eccles, 3: 4), but that time is cer- 
tainly not now, to-day, 1920, when by “dancing” we 
mean mixed dancing of men with women in attitudes 
that would not be for a moment tolerated under any 
other circumstances; dancing very different from that 
of Miriam and David. 

The harm of the kind of dancing inquired about 
is dealt with very completely and satisfactorily in a 
book by the late Henry Clay Trumbull, “Border 
Lines in the Field of Doubtful Practises” (Fleming 
H. Revell Co., New York, 60 ¢ts., net). Says Dr. 
Trumbull: “Being partners in a dance brings two 
young persons into cleser relations, for the time 
being, with opportunities for free conversation over- 
heard by no one else, in the heated air of a close 
room, while the blood is warmed and quickened by 
active exercise, as is the case in no other allowable 
amusement, indoors or out.” 

And this is what is meant by dancing when the 
word is used to-day—the mixed round dance. The 
fact that the company is very select, composed, as 
in the instance cited in one of the questions, of 
young people well trained in Sunday-school; chap- 
eroned by Sunday-school teachers; the event graced 
by the presence of the superintendent, or even of the 
pastor, does not necessarily “safeguard” the dance. 
These excellent chaperons cannot guard the thoughts 
of the young people who are whirling on the floor 
to soul-stirring, blood-warming music. The sanction 





of these good people merely helps to confirm a dancer 
in the practise of dancing, until practise becomes 
habit. Without doubt there are pure-minded youths 
and maidens who are not guilty of entertaining wrong 
thoughts in the dance, but there is serious temptation 
here. It is not lessened either by the fact that the 
dancers may never have been taught that dancing is 
wrong. It cannot be maintained that dancing can be 
in its essential danger successfully “safeguarded.” 
Neither can it be asserted that the young people 
who go to these “safeguarded” dances, or the super- 
intendent and teachers who attend in order to help 
“safeguard,” are aided in their love and study of 
the Bible or in their prayer life by indulging in this 
pleasure. It cannot be said that their service for 
Christ is deepened in its spirituality in this way. 


se 
Should Choir Singers be Paid ? 


I wonder if you. will be good enough to give me the 
benefit of your convictions concerning paid choirs. My 
own thought has been that there is no more reason 
for paying choir singers than for paying Sunday-school 
officers and teachers and the officers of the chutch. But 
I see a difference in the case of the organist, whose 
work is peculiarly burdensome, and who has no other 
incentive to prepare for that particular work tkan the 
church’s service; and in the case of a choir director 
who plans the music and practically gives the choir a 
music lesson weekly. With reference to other singers, 
perhaps I do not do justice to the musician‘s side of 
the argument. At any rate, I see many abuses and 
a familiar tendency to commercialize the church’s choral 
worship.—A North Carolina Pastor. 


It is not always easy to “do justice to the musi- 
cian’s side of the argument,” as this faithful pastor 
recognizes in his zeal to have a consecrated choir in 
his church. It is to be recognized that singers often 
wish to perfect their musical culture, taking advan- 
tage of opportunities to study under some talented 
teacher, and in other ways; and in this they may be 
actuated by a genuine desire to improve God’s gift 
to them of a good voice, by serwing him in leading 
the congregation’s worship of praise. Such a mo- 
tive would be ample justification for paying the 
singers. . 

After all, “it is not the paying of money to an 
organist or pianist, to the leader of the music or 
to the members of a quartette, that is wrong,” as was 
stated in an editorial entitled “The Discord of Un- 
consecrated Choirs,” in The Sunday School Times 
of September 30, 1916. “A paid singer need no more 
be a hireling singer than a paid minister is a hire- 
ling minister. But a minister who is in his work 
because of the money he gets from it, or for any 


“other purpose than the-plory of God, is an abomina- 


tion in God’s sight. No less is the church singer who 
is selling his musical gift for the service of self an 
abomination in God’s sight,—though not nearly so 
much so as the Christian church that induces him to 
do it.” 

The choir, paid or unpaid, does not seem to have 


SEPTEMBER 25, 1920 


been an institution of the New Testament Church, 
but of later ecclesiastical orgie. But it is very evi- 
dent that it is a permanent fixture in the church, It 
is not expressly forbidden in Scripture, and it may 
be made a wonderful spiritual asset. It is almost 
as prominently before the congregation as the min- 
ister himself. The problem is to organize and main- 
tain a spiritual choir, and to that end the singers 
should always be Christians. It is not enough for 
them merely to say they are Christians. The test 
of spiritualityeis real Christian life and service. “By 
their fruits ye shall know them.” It is best to 
have the choir come from the congregation itself, 
for it is difficult to ascertain the spiritual quality and 
attainments of outsiders. There are not a few choirs 
who. have prayer before entering the choir loft. And 
why should not every member of the choir be ex- 
pected to be a praying Christian, just as much as 
the pastor himself y The congregation too often 
likes to have its ears tickled, not only in the preach- 
ing but in the singing! And it is part of the min- 
ister’s problem to make his people realize that the 
singers best fitted to lead the service of song are 
not always men and women with beautiful and highly 
trained voices, but singers whose lives have been 
sincerely surrendered to the indwelling Christ. 


<— 


Yes, this is the information to which your 
attention is called on the preceding page 


T CAME as a surprise even to members of The 

Sunday School Times staff. When you are look- 
ing ahead, and working out a plan, you do not al- 
ways visualize the total result clearly. You may see 
in your mind’s eye what you would like to produce, 
but when the thing is done, what do you really see 
as you look back upon it? 

Those of us who live with The Sunday School 
Times day in and. day out, and very many in its big 
family of .readers, are interested to know what a 
whole year of the paper gathers up and sets forth 
in the printed page. What does a bound volume over 
there on the shelf really contain? 

One member of the staff wanted in particular to 
know about this, and here is what he found in the 
volume for I9I9: 


61 Poems 

13 Special Issues. 
180 Editorial Notes 

52 Leading Editorials 

28 Missionary Articles 

39 Conference Reports 

36 Temperance Articles 

04 Notes on Open Letters 
179 Selected Books Reviewed 
264 Articles of Varied Interest 

4 “Worth Repeating” Articles 

52 Outlines for Family Worship 

13 Unusual Plans for Special Days 

49 Stories for the Children at Home 

32 Articles on Archeology and the Bible 

52 Helps for the Young People’s Meeting 

44 Missionary Watch Tower Observations 

72 Reports of World’s Sunday School Doings 
116 Answers to Readers’ Sunday-school Problems 
136 Tested Methods for Church and Sunday-school 
730 Articles on the Study and Teaching of the Inter- 

national Improved Uniform Lessons. 


These 2233 articles covered (together with the ad- 
vertisements) 772 pages; and incidentally more than 
280 tons of paper were required to print the more 
than five million, five hundred thousand copies sent 
out during the year,— more than a hundred and six 
thousand a week. 

But all this is merely a result in figures. Back of 
it is the story of yet another year of the Lord’s 
continued mercy and patient lovingkindness that no 
figures can report. The year 1920 will have its own 
completed similar story to tell before many weeks 
have gone. : 

And for months past the staff has been making 
preparations for 1921—not for quantity as a thing 
to be desired in itself, but for whatever might seem 
to meet best, in these perplexing days, the great needs 
of the pastor, superintendent, teacher, and“adult Bible 
student, through a home-reaching periodical such as 
The Sunday School Times has always been. | 

Very many “not-yet” readers will decide in the 
coming weeks not to miss that 192 volume. A good 
decision! Will you help some of them to make it? 
There is no better way to introduce The Sunday 
School Times to a friend than by means of the 
widely acceptable “Get Acquainted” subscription offer 
of 10 weeks for 25 cents, directing your letter to 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia. © 

That offer accepted now will include nearly all 
of the issues until the 1921 volume begins. 

Doesn’t a look backward over the 1919 volume, and 
the: 1920 issues, incline you to look forward to hav- 
ing the 1921 year of 52 every-week issues in the hands, 
and the life, of ‘many of your friends? The names 
and. addresses of any of them that you send to us 
will be used exclusively for the purpose of acquaint- 
ing these friends with The Sunday School Times 
and our book publications, 
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uwesson for October 16 


Matthew 3:1 to 4:1 e@ 
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Eavesdropping upon Christ at Prayer 


As Peter did that day he had expected Jesus to sleep late 





By A. C. Dixon, D.D. 





**He that lives in the spirit and temper of devotion, whese heart is always full of God,’’ said the 


saintly William Law, ‘‘lives at the top of human 


happiness, and is the farthest’ removed from all 


the vanities and vexations which disturb and weary the minds of men that are devoted to the world.’’ 
And how can a Christian better attain and live at ‘‘the top’’ of happiness than by patterning 
prayer after the Lord himself ? 


defined by Christ we must hear what he says 

about it and then see how he practised it; listen 
to his words and watch his ways. As defined by the 
words ef Christ, prayer is asking God for something 
within the circle of his will, that the Father may be 
glorified. “Whatsoever ye shall ask in my name, 
that will I do, that the Father may be glorified @ 
the Son” (John 14:13). It is not our purpose now 
to study the words of Christ about prayer, but te 
do as Peter and his household did when Jesus rose a 
great while before day and went out to a solitary place 
to pray,— simply follow him and eavesdrop as he 

rays, while we look at what precedes and follows 

his times of prayer, so as to secure the setting of 
Christ at prayer and learn some very, practical. les- 
sons from it. - 

Between Privacy and Publicity (Luke 3:21, 22).— 
Luke tells us that at his baptism he was praying 
when the heavens opened and the Holy Spirit like 
a dove descended upon him. Whatever else the bap- 
tism of Jesus signified, and it meant much more, it 
did mark the border-line between his thirty years 
of private life and his three years of public min- 
istry. The open heavens, the Father’s voice, and the 
dove touch of the Holy Spirit were a preparatien 
for the conflict with Satan which immediately fel- 
lowed, and for all the public ministry which had its 
climax in the last words which fell from his lips 
just before his. ascension into glory. Mark says, 
“The Spirit driveth him into the wilderness,” and 
the Greek word is as hard as the English. In every 
fiber of his being our Lord revolted against cen- 
tact with the foul fiend, and yet he was driven 
to the conflict by the gentle dove touch of the Hely 
Spirit, so responsive was his. spirit to the will of 
God. ‘So the border-line between our privacy and 
publicity, between the quiet of the home and the 
noise of business activity, should be marked by a 
season of prayer; and in those sacred moments we 
are apt to get a vision of the open heavens, while 
we hear the voice of our Father speaking to us out 
of his inspired Word, and we receive the gentle dove 
touch of the Spirit that drives us to conflicts against 
which our natures may be in revolt. Nothing fits 
you for the duties of the day like a little talk with 
Jesus in the early morning, and there is no better 
equipment for life that you can give your children 
than the memory of the family altar at which father 
and mother offered their early morning praises and 
prayers for them. Such a memory is an angel of 
the covenant, which follows them through life, and 
blesses them every day. 

Between Miracle and Message (Mark 1: 34-36). 
—Our Lord has spent a very busy day at Capernaum. 
In the morning he taught in the synagogue .and healed 
the man with an unclean spirit. In the afternoon 
he cured Peter’s mother-in-law of her fever, and 
when the town heard of these two miracles they could 
not wait till morning, but brought at once their sick 
and demon-possessed friends to the door of Peter’s 
house, so_that his work continued till far after sun- 
set. He must have been more weary than when he 
sat by the well-side; and after such a day of stren- 
ucus service, to be sure, he deserves a full night 
of sleep. We could excuse him for sleeping late 
next morning. But, no. He is thinking of the other 
cities which need his Gospel: message and he must 
prepare for preaching. So he rises a great while 
before day and goes to the solitary place*for prayér,e 
that he may be ready for preaching the next day 
in other cities also. Between a day of miracle and a 
day of message is the early hour of prayer. 

Is it necessary for a miracle worker to pray, that 
he may be prepared to preach? If the preachers in 
our pulpits could heal the sick and raise the dead, 
would there be any need of prayer as a preparation 
for preaching? Miracle-working power in Christ was 
no substitute for prayer; and if we had the power 
to empty all the hospitals of their sick and the ceme- 
teries of their dead we should still-be in need ef 
prayer for the.enduement of power from on high 
for the Gospel message. Without exception mighty 
preachers have been mighty pray-ers. Luther’s motte: 
Est bene orasse est bene studisse,” “To have prayed 
well is to have studied well,” explains his success. 
Dr. Cuyler said of Charles H. Spurgeon: “When I 
heard him pray in the little room back of the pulpit 
before the Sunday morning sermon, I was net sur- 
prised that a man who could pray like that eut- 
preached the world.” 


Between Criticism and Grisis (Luke 6:6-13).— 


[' WE would learn the full meaning of prayer as 


In the synagogue our Lord looks around upon the 
Pharisees, who have come to watch him, “that they 
might find an accusation against him,’ and he at 
once gave them the accusation they sought by heal- 
ing the withered hand on the Sabbath. He knew 
their thoughts, and might very justly have turned 
upon them with fiery indignation and denounced them 
before the people. But he restrained his wrath, and 
when we find him again, he is in the mountain spend- 
ing “all night in prayer to God.” The next day he 
is to meet one of the greatest crises in his ministry, 
for he is to choose the twelve men who are to be 
his Apostles, ambassadors of the King. To have 
gone from the critical atmosphere of the synagogue, 
after having denounced the accusing Phasisees, would 
have been poor preparation for such a crisis, but 
there could have been no better preparation than 
the “all night in prayer to God.” It was fitting that 
a great and important decision should follow such 
a night of fellowship with God. 

When a pastor looks around upon his congrega- 
tion, and sees the Pharisees who he has good rea- 
son to believe are there, not to worship or be edified, 
but te watch him that they may find an accusation 
against him, he is tempted to turn his machine gun 
in their direction and pour hot shot into them. ut 
the Christly plan is to restrain your wrath, and go 
apart for a night of prayer for your critics. Your 
public criticism of them will make their critical spirit 
all the more caustic, and in criticizing them you may 
exhibit the very spirit you condemn in them. It is 
easy to criticize our critics in a very critical spirit. 

“I cannot endure Mr. Blank,” said one friend to 
another, “because he is always criticizing somebody.” 
And the friend replied with a quiet smile, “You seem 
to be imitating him very well, and if you continue 
a while in the same strain, you may become as criti- 
cal as he is.” - 

When we criticize our critics, let us look in a mirror 
and see a good piciure of the person we are uncon- 
sciously criticizing; and his features may not be at- 
tractive. But if we are driven by our critics to a 
night of prayer for them we shall come to the dawn 
with our faces lighted up with the glory of God’s pres- 
ence, and we shall be ready for any crisis that may 
follow; and such a night-.of prayer for our critics 
will help them more than ever so many blistering 
words we may speak to them. 

Between Testing and Triumph (Matt. 14: 22-33).— 
One day when our Lord and his disciples had become 
weary with much work he said to them, “Come apart 
and rest a while,” and the only rest they had, so 
far as I can find, was while they were in the boat 
crossing the lake. But that was refreshing. Think 
of a group of loving disciples with Jesus all to them- 
selves, as they breathe the fresh air and listen to his 
words of good cheer. ' 

When they reached the other side of the lake there 
was a great multitude of hungry people who must 
be fed; and though the disciples were busy with the 
feeding, it must have refreshed their spirits to see 
with what quiet ease the Lord Jesus multiplied the 
loaves and fishes. It rests one to see God work, for 
he does it without strain or effort.- 

Now that the people have been fed, they want 
te make him King, and the disciples seem to have 
been caught in the popular current, ‘so that Jesus had 
to get them out of its reach by constraining them to 

o. inte their boat and return to the other side. Then 
Teens withdraws into the mountain, and spends the 
whole night in prayer, 

The next morning he is on the storm-tossed lake, 
master of. both wind and wave. And if he had_per- 
mitted the people to crown him- King in the ‘little 
material realm of bread and fish, he would, doubtless, 
have been powerless to calm the storm or to enable 
Peter -to walk on the water. Many a preacher has 
been sidetracked into this realm of bread and fish. 
He believes that he will reach the souls of the people, 
if he can only reach their bodies by satisfying their 
physical needs. He clothes, feeds, and houses them, 
héping te gain their loving gratitude and win them 
8 Christ. And they are glad to crown him King in 
this realm of the material. He soon finds that they 
take the clothes, food, and rent he gives them as a 
matter of course, and some of them will make any 
sert of public confession, to please him. But the 
real spiritual results are almost nil. 

When I accepted the pastorate of the Ruggles Street 
Baptist Church, Boston, with its large income for 
helping the poor and its many departments of insti- 
tutional work, I verily thought that it would be easy 


eas oh “5tS 


to win the working-men to Christ. I was soon dis- 
illusioned. Our yg aye Bureau did get jobs for 
out-of-works, but if they did not please their em- 
ployers the church was blamed. Indeed, the repu- 
tation we made for helping the needy kept self-re- 
specting working-men from coming near us, lest they 
be suspected of selfish motives. fter watching the 
working of institutionalism for five years, I became 
thoroughly convinced that it is easier to reach a man’s 
body he his soul than to reach his soul through 
his body. Give him food, clothing, and rent without 
giving him a new heart, and you may be supporting 
the saloon-keeper through him, while his environ- 
ment will remain bad. But give him a new heart, and 
all other matters will soon adjust themselves. 


Between Death and Resurrection (John 11: 41-42). 
—In the eleventh chapter of John’s Gospel we find 
the Lord Jesus at the grave of Lazarus, and we 
hear him say, “Father, I thank thee that thou heardest 
me. And I knew that thou hearest me always.” “Heard- 
est” and “knew” are in the past tense, which takes 
us back to Perea, where three days ago the news 
of the death of Lazarus reached Jesus and his dis- 
ciples. It is evident that our Lord prayed there for 
the resurrection of Lazarus, and his prayer was an- 
swered. He came, therefore, to the sepulcher to see 
the Father do what, in answer to prayer, he had 
promised. Lazarus in the consciousness of Christ 
was already raised from the dead. 

Around our churches are hundreds of dead Laz- 
aruses, some of them so repulsive that, like Martha, 
we shrink from contact with them. How shall we 
raise them to life? Shall we preach on the streets? 
Certainly, and yet open-air preaching does not draw 
the people as it did a few years ago. It was pathetic 
to see the Salvation Army Band near Elephant and 
Castle in London, after twenty minutes of sweetest 
music, march to their hall with not a person follow- 
ing except those in Salvation Army uniform. Time 
was when a thousand people from the street would 
have marched with them to their indoor service. Shall 
we visit from house to house and preach the Gospel 
in the home? Shall we distribute tracts? Yes, all 
this, and the more the better. But after all this has 
been done, Lazarus may remain in his grave, as dead 
as ever. / 

The only way t6 be sure of raising Lazarus is te 
imitate our Lord and do it before we reach the 
sepulcher. Make the closet a Perea of prayer, and 
intercede with God till the answer is given. Thea 
and not till then will these dead Lazaruses about us 
respond to our Gospel call and come forth. God 
alone can raise the dead, and God works in answer 
to prayer. 

Los ANGELES, CAL. 








When the Song Leader is 
Incompetent 


How can the Sunday-school learn new music ? 


By C. Harold Lowden 














Sunday-schools who are facing the problem will wei- 

come the suggestions given here by Mr. Lowden, whe is 

Music Editor of the Heidelberg Press and Manager ef 

the Sunday-school Supply and Music Department of the 

Reformed Church, at Fifteenth and Race Streets, Philadel- 

phia. Mr. Lowden is also a well-known Church and Sun- 
day-school music ¢ i 





9 paw many schools are blessed with competent 
leaders? Probably not more than forty percent. 
What about the balance? They are getting along 
somehow, and probably learning as many new songs 
as their more fortunate neighbors. 

It is too often the fault of an incompetent or 
thoughtless superintendent, rather than a leader, that 
new songs are not learned. Time and again com- 
plaint has been made that while fully one-third of the 
songs in a book have never been tried, a superin- 
tendent will continue to announce the same old dozea 
or so songs until the school gets so tired of them 
it simply refuses to sing at all. 

I believe at least one new song should be learned 
each session. Better still, if ten minutes could be 
spared some time during the session and could be 
designated as “new song period,” the scholars would 
know what to expect, and I am ‘confident would re- 
spond with enthusiasm. 

I doubt if we can lay down a set of rules by which 
all schools may be governed in this matter, but I 
think all will agree that a good player is essential, 
and fortunately there are few schools that cannot 
boast of at least one good player. Unfortunately, the 
best player is not always used, but because of jeal- 
ousy, politics in the Sunday-scheol, or for seme 
other reason, is kept out of service, while a fess 
competent player is “murdering” everything attempted. 

In teaching a new song, I first insist upon the un- 
divided attention of the school while the accompantst 
carefully plays it through. .If there are any particular 
instructions concerning phrasing, emphasis, or diffi- 
cult time, I give them, and then usually sing it straight 
through with the school. Sometimes I vary this ty 
teaching a chorus first, particularly if I knew 

(Continued on page 526) 
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even they have come to realize the necessity of law 
and authority, for it is reperted that many of the 
laws which their leaders have made are as stringent 
as Russia has ever had. The discord of anarchy 
was too evident. We may go still a step farther in 
the realization that the truest. obedience contains an 
added element, love; and when it contains thy ele- 
ment, there is perfect harmony. : 

Prayer is music when it is in harmony with the 
will of the Father. That is the secret of John 15: 
7, “If ye abide in me, and my words abide in you, ye 
shall ask what ye will, and it shall be done unto 
you.” The vine and branch chapter is just another 
way of stating the facts about harmony. - “Abiding in 
the vine” is “being in tune.” Real prayer is God- 
inspired, and so goes back to him, and of course is 
answered. Much prayer is not answered because it 
is not harmonious. Sin has made a discord; the 
prayer is not in tune; there is no connection. 

Thus ene might go on through every Christian 
virtue and practise. Righteousness is music in that 
it is in harmony with truth and holiness. Gratitude 
is music in that it harmonizes with the love of God. 
The purpose of Calvary-was to reconcile the sinner 
to God, “to bring the df§tordant nature and life of 
man into perfect harmony with His own nature and 
will.” What great blessings to unworthy sinners! 
There should be no discord of complaint, but rather 
“giving thanks always.” 

But it is in the life of victory that there is mani- 
fested the sweetest music on earth—an abiding har- 
mony with God, looking forward to the eternal har- 
mony in heaven. Many Christians have realized the 
discord of sin, have trusted God for their salvation, 
and have been freed from the penalty of sin. Still there 
has not been complete happiness and harmony, because 
sin in some phase or other has been allowed to retain 
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Are You Having Victory To-day ? 


“He giveth power to the faint; and to him 





that hath no might he increaseth strength” 
(Isa. 40 : 29). 

Are you “faint” and conscious of having “no 
might”? This promise is for you. 














its strong grip on them. If they would “let go and 
let God,”— if they would trust in full harmony with 
the character of Jehovah, the discord in their lives 
would correspondingly disappear. For does not our 
Lord promise to save from the power as well as from 
the penalty of sin? The harmony of continuing trust 
will bring the harmony of the Spirit-filled life. 

And finally, if our lives are thus in harmony with 
God, they will naturally be so to our neighbors, and 
a cheery radiance and good cheer and fellowship will 
manifest itself to those about us. 


“If our love were but more simple, 
We should take Him at His word; 
And our lives would be all sunshine 
In the sweetness of our Lord.” 


Which is again another way of saying that they 
would be all harmonious. 


“All else may fail, His goodness faileth never, 

All else may change, His love is changeless ever, 
From age to age, forevermore the same, 

Praise ye the Lord and magnify His name.” 








Can Dancing be “Safeguarded”? 


Is there harm in a dancing party given by the young 
people of a school where no one attends except the 
pupils and teachers? And is it right for the superin- 
tendent and teachers of a Sunday-school to attend a 
public dance, “just to hear the music’? If it is not 
right, what should be done if the superintendent and 
all the teachers except one attend, and that number 
have controlling voice in the Sunday-school? If it 
is right it seems to me that it should not be claimed 
by some churches to be an evil; if it is wrong it seems 
that fact should be taught and practised in the 
Sunday-school.—A Reader of the Times. 

I have a young friend who has been jn this coun- 
try five years. Born in France, wine and dancing were 
taught her to be right. She is a member of a Prot- 
estant church in the United States where many of the 
members dance. I would appreciate your help in mak- 
ing these matters clear to her. She thinks the writer 
is the only one who hates these things, and so far I 
have not found any one brave enough to risk offending 
her, although many admit they do not do these things, 
yet they are afraid to come out strongly against them. 
—An Indiana Reader. 


Is there any wrong in dancing to one who has 
been.taught that it is not wrong? 

Is there any harm in dancing where it is surrounded 
by certain go-called “safeguards”? 

Both inquiries seem to pre-suppose wrong or harm 
in dancing under certain circumstances, Is dancing, 
then, not always wrong? 

David danced, and it was not wrong. That was an 
expression of holy joy, and his wife wa’ sadly pun- 
ished for despising it (2 Sam. 6:16). Miriam danced 
(Exod. 15:20), and it was right and proper. There 
is a time to dance (Eccles, 3: 4), but that time is cer- 
tainly not now, to-day, 1920, when by “dancing” we 
mean mixed dancing of men with women in attitudes 
that would not be for a moment tolerated under any 
other circumstances; dancing very different from that 
of Miriam and David. 

The harm of the kind of dancing inquired about 
is dealt with very completely and satisfactorily in a 
book by the late Henry Clay Trumbull, “Border 
Lines in the Field of Doubtful Practises” (Fleming 
H. Revell Co., New York, 60 ¢ts., net). Says Dr. 
Trumbull: “Being partners in a dance brings two 
young persons into cleser relations, for the time 
being, with opportunities for free conversation over- 
heard by no one else, in the heated air of a close 
room, while the blood is warmed and quickened by 
active exercise, as is the case in no other allowable 
amusement, indoors or out.” 

And this is what is meant by dancing when the 
word is used to-day—the mixed round dance. The 
fact that the company is very select, composed, as 
in the instance cited in one of the questions, of 
young people well trained in Sunday-school; chap- 
eroned by Sunday-school teachers; the event graced 
by the presence of the superintendent, or even of the 
pastor, does not necessarily “safeguard” the dance. 
These excellent chaperons cannot guard the thoughts 
of the young people who are whirling on the floor 
to soul-stirring, blood-warming music. The sanction 





of these good people merely helps to confirm a dancer 
in the one of dancing, until practise becomes 
habit. ' Without doubt there are pure-minded youths 
and maidens who are not guilty of entertaining wrong 
thoughts in the dance, but there is serious temptation 
here. It is not lessened either by the fact that the 
dancers may never have been taught that dancing is 
wrong. It cannot be maintained that dancing can be 
in its essential danger successfully “safeguarded.” 
Neither can it be asserted that the young people 
who go to these “safeguarded” dances, or the super- 
intendent and teachers who attend in order to help 
“safeguard,” are aided in their love and study of 
the Bible or in their prayer life by indulging in this 
pleasure. It cannot be said that their service for 
Christ is deepened in its spirituality in this way. 


a 
Should Choir Singers be Paid ? 


I wonder if you will be good enough to give me the 
benefit of your convictions concerning paid choirs. My 
own thought has been that there is no more reason 
for paying choir singers than for paying Sunday-school 
officers and teachers and the officers of the chutch. But 
I see a difference in the case of the organist, whose 
work is peculiarly burdensome, and who has no other 
incentive to prepare for that particular work than the 
church’s service; and in the case of a choir director 
who plans the music and practically gives the choir a 
music lesson weekly. With reference to ot'x-r singers, 
perhaps I do not do justice to the musician’s side of 
the argument. At any rate, I see many abuses and 
a familiar tendency to commercialize the church’s choral 
worship.—A North Carolina Pastor. 


It is not always easy to “do justice to the musi- 
cian’s side of the argument,” as this faithful pastor 
recognizes in his zeal to have a consecrated choir in 
his church. It is to be recognized that singers often 
wish to perfect their musical culture, taking advan- 
tage of opportunities to study under some talented 
teacher, and in other ways; and in this they may be 
actuated by a genuine desire to improve God’s gift 
to them of a good voice, by serwing him in leading 
the congregation’s worship of praise. Such a mo- 
tive would be ample justification for paying the 
singers. . 

After all, “it is not the paying of money to an 
organist or pianist, to the leader of the music or 
to the members of a quartette, that is wrong,” as was 
stated in an editorial entitled “The Discord of Un- 
consecrated Choirs,” in The Sunday School Times 
of September 30, 1916. “A paid singer need no more 
be a hireling singer than a paid minister is a hire- 
ling minister. But a minister who is in his work 
because of the money he gets from it, or for any 


“other purpose than the-plory of God, is an abomina- 


tion in God’s sight. No less is the church singer who 
is selling his musical gift for the service of self an 
abomination in God’s sight,— though not nearly so 
much so as the Christian church that induces him to 
do it.” 

The choir, paid or unpaid, does not seem to have 
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been an institution of the New Testament Church, 
but of later ecclesiastical origin. But it is very evi- 
dent that it is a permanent Tones in the church: It 
is not expressly forbidden in Scripture, and it may 
be made a wonderful spiritual asset. It is almost 
as prominently before the congregation as the min- 
ister himself. The problem is to organize and main- 
tain a spiritual choir, and to that end the singers 
should always be Christians. It is not enough for 
them merely to say they are Christians. The test 
of spiritualityeis real Christian life and service. “By 
their fruits ye shall know them.” It is best to 
have the choir come from the congregation itself, 
for it is difficult to ascertain the spiritual quality and 
attainments of outsiders. There are not a few choirs 
who. have prayer before entering the choir loft. And 
why should not every member of the choir be ex- 
pected to be a Praying Christian, just as much as 
the pastor himself The. congregation too often 
likes to have its ears tickled, not only in the preach- 
ing but in the singing! And it is part of the min- 
ister’s problem to make his people realize that the 
singers best fitted to lead the service of song are 
not always men and women with beautiful and highly 
trained voices, but singers whose lives have been 
sincerely surrendered to the indwelling Christ. 


-—<— 


Yes, this is the information to which your 
attention is called on the preceding page 


T CAME as a surprise even to members of The 

Sunday School Times staff. When you are look- 
ing ahead, and working out a plan, you do not al- 
ways visualize the total result clearly. You may see 
in your mind’s eye what you would like to produce, 
but when the thing is done, what do you really see 
as you look back upon it? 

Those of us who lve with The Sunday School 
Times day in and. day out, and very many in its big 
family of readers, are interested to know what a 
whole year of the paper gathers up and sets forth 
in the printed page. What does a bound volume over 
there on the shelf really contain? 

One member of the staff wanted in particular to 
know about this, and here is what he found in the 
volume for I9gI9Q: 


61 Poems 

13 Special Issues. 

180 Editorial Notes 

52 Leading Editorials 

28 Missionary Articles 

39 Conference Reports 

36 Temperance Articles 

04 Notes on Open Letters 

179 Selected Books Reviewed 

264 Articles of Varied Interest 

4 “Worth Repeating” Articles 

52 Outlines for Family Worship 

13 Unusual Plans for Special Days 

49 Stories for the Children at Home 

32 Articles on Archeology and the Bible 

52 Helps for the Young People’s Meeting 

44 Missionary Watch Tower Observations 

72 Reports of World’s Sunday School Doings 

116 Answers to Readers’ Sunday-school Problems 

136 Tested Methods for Church and Sunday-school 

730 Articles on the Study and Teaching of the Inter- 
national Improved Uniform Lessons. 


These 2233 articles covered (together with the ad- 
vertisements) 772 pages; and incidentally more than 
280 tons of paper were required to print the more 
than five million, five hundred thousand copies sent 
out during the year,— more than a hundred and six 
thousand a week. 

But all this is merely a result in figures. Back of 
it is the story of yet another year of the Lord’s 
continued mercy and patient lovingkindness that no 
figures can report. The year 1920 will have its own 
completed similar story to tell before many weeks 
have gone. : 

And for months past the staff has been making 
preparations for 1921—not for quantity as a thing 
to be desired in itself, but for whatever might seem 
to meet best, in these perplexing days, the great needs 
of the pastor, superintendent, teacher, and“adult Bible 
student, through a home-reaching periodical such as 
The Sunday School Times has always been. | 

Very many “not-yet” readers will decide in the 
coming weeks not to miss that 1921 volume. A. good 
decision! Will you help some of them to make it? 
There is no better way to introduce The Sunday 
School Times to a friend than by means of the 
widely acceptable “Get Acquainted” subscription offer 
of 10 weeks for 25 cents, directing your letter to 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia. — 

That offer accepted now will include nearly all 
of the issues until the 1921 volume begins. 

Doesn’t a look backward over the 1919 volume, and 
the: 1920 issues, incline you to look forward to hav- 
ing the 1921 year of 52 every-week issues in the hands, 
and the life, of many of your friends? The names 
and addresses of any of them that you send to us 
will be used exclusively for the purpose of acquaint- 
ing these friends with The Sunday School Times 
and our book publications, 
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Eavesdropping upon Christ at Prayer 


As Peter did that day he had expected Jesus to sleep late 


By A. C. Dixon, D.D. 








**He that lives in the spirit and temper of devotion, whese heart is always full of God,’’ said the 
saintly William Law, ‘‘lives at the top of human happiness, and is the farthest’ removed from all 
the vanities and vexations which disturb and weary the minds of men that are devoted to the world.’’ 
And how can a Christian better attain and live at ‘‘the top’’ of happiness than by patterning 


prayer after the 


defined by Christ we must hear what he says 

about it and then see how he practised it; listen 
to his words and watch his ways. As defined by the 
words ef Christ, prayer is asking God for something 
within the circle of his will, that the Father may be 
glorified. “Whatsoever ye shall ask in my name, 
that will I do, that the Father may be glorified » 
the Son” (John 14:13). It is not our. purpose now 
to study the words of Christ about prayer, but te 
do as Peter and his household did when Jesus rose a 
great while before day and went out to a solitary place 
to pray,— simply follow_him and eavesdrop as he 
prays, while we look at what precedes and follows 
his times of prayer, so as to secure the setting of 
Christ at prayer and learn some very, practical. les- 
sons from it. ~ 

Between Privacy and Publicity (Luke 3:21, 22).— 
Luke tells us that at his baptism he was praying 
when the heavens opened and the Holy Spirit like 
a dove descended upon him. Whatever else the bap- 
tism of Jesus signified, and it meant much more, it 
did mark the border-line between his thirty years 
of private life and his three years of public min- 
istry. The open heavens, the Father’s voice, and the 
dove touch of the Holy Spirit were a preparatien 
for the conflict with Satan which immediately fel- 
lowed, and for all the public ministry which had its 
climax in the last words which fell from his lips 
just before his. ascension into glory. Mark says, 
“The Spirit driveth him into the wilderness,” and 
the Greek word is as hard as the English. In every 
fiber of his being our Lord revolted against cen- 
tact with the foul fiend, and yet he was driven 
to the conflict by the gentle dove touch of the Hely 
Spirit, so responsive was his. spirit to the will of 
God. ‘So the border-line between our privacy and 
publicity, between the quiet of the home and the 
noise of business activity, should be marked by a 
season of prayer; and in those sacred moments we 
are apt to get a vision of the open heavens, while 
we hear the voice of our Father speaking to us out 
of his inspired Word, and we receive the gentle dove 
touch of the Spirit that drives us to conflicts against 
which our natures may be in revolt. Nothing fits 
you for the duties of the day like a little talk with 
Jesus in the early morning, and there is no better 
equipment for life that you can give your children 
than the memory of the family altar at which father 
and mother offered their early morning praises and 
prayers for them. Such a memory is an angel of 
the covenant, which follows them through life, and 
blesses them every day. 

Between Miracle and Message (Mark 1: 34-36). 
—Our Lord has spent a very busy day at Capernaum. 
In the morning he taught in the synagogue.and healed 
the man with an unclean spirit. In the afternoon 
he cured Peter’s mother-in-law of her fever, and 
when the town heard of these two miracles they could 
not wait till morning, but brought at once their sick 
and demon-possessed friends to the door of Peter's 
house, so_that his work continued till far after sun- 
set. He must have been more weary than when he 
sat by the well-side; and after such a day of stren- 
uous service, to be sure, he deserves a full night 
of sleep. We could excuse him for sleeping late 
next morning. But, no. He is thinking of the other 
cities which need his Gospel: message and he must 
prepare for preaching. So he rises a great while 
before day and goes to the solitary place*for prayér,« 
that he may be ready for preaching the next day 
in other cities also. Between a day of miracle and a 
day of message is the early hour of prayer. 

Is it necessary for a miracle worker to pray, that 
he may be prepared to preach? If the preachers in 
our pulpits could heal the sick and raise the dead, 
would there be any need of prayer as a preparation 
for preaching? Miracle-working power in Christ was 
no substitute for prayer; and if we had the power 
to empty all the hospitals of their sick and the ceme- 
teries of their dead we should still. be in need ef 
prayer for the.enduement of power from on high 
for the Gospel message. Without exception mighty 
preachers have been mighty pray-ers. Luther’s motte: 
Est bene orasse est bene studisse,” “To have prayed 
well is to have studied well,” explains his success. 
Dr. Cuyler said of Charles H. Spurgeon: “When I 
heard him pray in the little room back of the pulpit 
before the Sunday morning sermon, I was net sur- 
prised that a man who could pray like that eut- 
preached the world.” 


Between Criticism and Orisis (Luke 6:6-13).— 


|’ WE would learn the full meaning of prayer as 


Lord himself ? 


In the synagogue our Lord looks around upon the 
Pharisees, who have come to watch him, “that they 
might find an accusation against him,’ and he at 
once gave them the accusation they sought by heal- 
ing the withered hand on the Sabbath. He knew 
their thoughts, and might very justly have turned 
upon them with fiery indignation and denounced them 
before the people. But he restrained his wrath, and 
when we find him again, he is in the mountain spend- 
ing “all night in prayer to God.” The next day he 
is to meet one of the greatest crises in his ministry, 
for he is to choose the twelve mer: who are to be 
his Apostles, ambassadors of the King. To have 
gone from the critical atmosphere of the synagogue, 
after having denounced the accusing Phasisees, would 
have been poor preparation for such a crisis, but 
there could have been no better preparation than 
the “all night in prayer to God.” It was fitting that 
a great and important decision should follow such 
a night of fellowship with God. 

When a pastor looks around upon his congrega- 
tion, and sees the Pharisees who he has good rea- 
son to believe are there, not to worship or be edified, 
but te watch him that they may find an accusation 
against him, he is tempted to turn his machine gun 
in their direction and pour hot shot into them. ut 
the Christly plan is to restrain your wrath, and go 
apart for a night of prayer for your critics. Yaur 
public criticism of them will make their critical spirit 
all the more caustic, and in criticizing them you may 
exhibit the very spirit you condemn in them. It is 
easy to criticize our critics in a very critical spirit. 

“I cannot endure Mr. Blank,” said one friend to 
another, “because he is always criticizing somebody.” 
And the friend replied with a quiet smile, “You seem 
to be imitating him very well, and if you continue 
a while in the same strain, you may become as criti- 
cal as he is.” 

When we criticize our critics, let us look in a mirror 
and see a good picture of the person we are uncon- 
sciously criticizing; and his features may not be at- 
tractive. But if we are driven by our critics to a 
night of prayer for them we shall come to the dawn 
with our faces lighted up with the glory of God’s pres- 
ence, and we shall be ready for any crisis that may 
follow; and such a night of prayer for our critics 
will help them more than ever so many blistering 
werds we may speak to them. 

Between Testing and Triumph (Matt. 14: 22-33).— 
One day when our Lord and his disciples had become 
weary with much work he said to them, “Come apart 
and rest a while,” and the only rest they had, so 
far as I can find, was while they were in the boat 
crossing the lake. But that was refreshing. Think 
of a group of loving disciples with Jesus all to them- 
selves, as they breathe the fresh air and listen to his 
words of good cheer. . 

When they reached the other side of the lake there 
was a great multitude of hungry people who must 
be fed; and though the disciples were busy with the 
feeding, it must have refreshed their spirits to see 
with what at ease the Lord Jesus multiplied the 
leaves and fishes. It rests one to see God work, for 
he does it without strain or effort. 

Now that the people have been fed, they want 
te make him King, and the disciples seem to have 
been caught in the popular current, ‘so that Jesus had 
to get them out of its reach by constraining them to 
o. inte their boat and return to the other side. Then 
Tom withdraws into the mountain, and spends the 
whole night in prayer. 

The next morning he is on the storm-tossed lake, 
master of both wind and wave. And if he had_per- 
mitted the people to crown him King in the ‘little 
material realm of bread and fish, he would, doubtless, 
have been powerless to calm the storm or to enable 
Peter to walk on the water. Many a preacher has 
been sidetracked into this realm of bread and fish. 
He believes that he will reach the souls of the people, 
if he can only reach their bodies by satisfying their 
physical needs. He clothes, feeds, and houses them, 
héping te gain their loving gratitude and win them 
3 Christ. And they are glad to crown him King in 
this realm of the material. He soon finds that they 
take the clothes, food, and rent he gives them as a 
matter of course, and some of them will make any 
sert of public confession, to please him. But the 
real spiritual results are almost nil. 

When I accepted the pastorate of the Ruggles Street 
Baptist Church, Boston, with its large income for 
helping the poor and its many departments of insti- 
tutional work, I verily thought that it would be easy 
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to win the working-men to Christ. 
illusioned. Our Emplo 
out-of-works, but if 
ployers the church was blamed. Indeed, the repu- 
tation we made for helping the needy kept self-re- 
specting working-men from coming near us, lest they 
be suspected of selfish matives. fter watching the 
working of institutionalism for five years, I became 
thoroughly convinced that it is easier to reach a man’s 
body through his soul than to reach his soul through 
his body. Give him food, clothing, and rent without 
giving him a new heart, and you may be supporting 
the saloon-keeper through him, while his environ- 
ment will remain bad. But give him a new heart, and 
all other matters will soon adjust themselves. 


Between Death and Resurrection (John 11: 41-42). 
—In the eleventh chapter of John’s Gospel we find 
the Lord Jesus at the grave of Lazarus, and we 
hear him say, “Father, I thank thee that thou heardest 
me. And I knew that thou hearest me always.” “Heard- 
est” and “knew” are in the past tense, which takes 
us back to Perea, where three days ago the news 
of the death of Lazarus reached Jesus and his dis- 
ciples. It is evident that our Lord prayed there for 
the resurrection of Lazarus, and his prayer was an- 
swered. He came, therefore, to the sepulcher to see 
the Father do what, in answer to prayer, he had 
promised. Lazarus in the consciousness of Christ 
was already raised from the dead. 

Around our churches are hundreds of dead Laz- 
aruses, some of them so repulsive that, like Martha, 
we shrink from contact with them. How shall we 
raise them to life? Shall we preach on the streets? 
Certainly, and yet open-air preaching does not draw 
the people as it did a few years ago. It was pathetic 
to see the Salvation Army Band near:Elephant and 

‘etle in London, after twenty minutes of sweetest 

dsic, march to their hall with not a person follow- 
ing except those in Salvation Army uniform. Time 
was when a thousand people from the street would 
have marched with them to their indoor service. Shall 
we visit from house to house and preach the Gospel 
in the home? Shall we distribute tracts? Yes, all 
this, and the more the better. But after all this has 
been done, Lazarus may remain in his grave, as dead 
as ever. ‘ 

The only way t6 be sure of raising Lazarus is te 
imitate our Lord and do it before we reach the 
sepulcher. Make the closet a Perea of prayer, and 
intercede with God till the answer is given. Thea 
and not till then will these dead Lazaruses about us 
respond to our Gospel call and come forth. God 
alone can raise the dead, and God works in answer 
to prayer. 

Los ANGELES, CAL. 
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When the Song Leader is 
Incompetent 


How can the Sunday-school learn new music ? 


By C. Harold Lowden 














Sunday-schools who are facing the problem will wel- 

come the suggestions given here by Mr. Lowden, whe is 

Music Editor of the Heidelberg Press and Manager ef 

the Sunday-school Supply and Music Department of the 

Reformed Church, at Fifteenth and Race Streets, Philadel- 

phia, Mr. Lowden is also a well-known Church and Sun- 
day-school music « ° 





How many schools are blessed with competent 
leaders? Probably not more than forty percent. 
What about the balance? They are getting along 
somehow, and probably learning as many new songs 
as their more fortunate neighbors. 

It is too often the fault of an incompetent or 
thoughtless superintendent, rather than a leader, that 
new songs are not learned. Time and again com- 
plaint has been made that while fully one-third of the 
songs in a book have never been tried, a superin- 
tendent will continue to announce the same old dozea 
or so songs until the school gets so tired of them 
it simply refuses to sing at all. 

I believe at least one new song should be learned 
each session. Better still, if ten minutes could be 
spared some time during the session and could be 
designated as “new song period,” the scholars would 
know what to expect, and I am ‘confident would re- 
spond with enthusiasm. 

I doubt if we can lay down a set of rules by which 
all schools may be governed in this matter, but I 
think all will agree that a good player is essential, 
and fortunately there are few schools that cannot 
boast of at least one good player. Unfortunately, the 
best player is not always used, but because of jeal- 
ousy, politics in the Sunday-scheol, or for seme 
other reason, is kept out of service, whife 2 fess 
competent player is “murdering” everything attempted. 

In teaching a new song, I first insist upon the un- 
divided attention of the school while the accompanfst 
carefully plays it through. ‘If there are any particular 
instructions concerning phrasing, emphasis, or diffi- 
cult time, I give them, and then usually sing it straight 
through with the school. Sometimes I vary this ty 
teaching a chorus first, particularly if I knew 

(Continued on page 526) 
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What We Consider Our Best Hymnals, 


A symposium of hymn-book publishers that will help you 
select that new song book for Church and Sunday-school 





hssanasiideesien 


RE you considering the purchase of a new hymn- 
book for your church or Sunday-school?, How 
will you decide just which book you need? Do 

ou not think that the carefully stated estimate of the 
renn-bodk publishers about their choicest offerings 
would help you make your decision? 

That very help is here put at your disposal, so 
that you can compare your own judgment of a hymn- 
or song-book with the ready-to-hand estimate of the 
publisher himself. In preparing for this Music Num- 
ber, The Sunday School Times wrote to the leadin 
music publishing houses for an expression of eac 
publisher’3 sense of appreciation of his best two hymn- 
books — 6ne for church, and the other: for Sunday- 
school use; or for a combined book for both church 
and Sunday-school use. An enthusiastic response 
was the result of this request, an@ the digest of the 
replies received is here given, and makes a valuable 
directory of church and Sunday-school hymn-books. 

While the Tullar-Meredith Company, 265 West 
Thirty;sixth Street, New York, selects the latest mem- 
ber of its musical family, “The Excelsior Hymnal,” 
for comment, they feel thousands would say just as 
much for the others, “First, the Excelsior Hymnal has 
a good name — ‘rather to be chosen than great riches.’ 
Webster defines excelsior as: more lofty, still higher, 
ever upward, and such is the ideal we ever kept in 
mind in the making of this book. Second, it contains 
more than 100 standard hymns and Gospels songs of 
great beauty and excellence. Third, it contains an- 
other 100 or more of new songs which are here pub- 
lished for the first time. We believe in the Scriptural 
injunction, ‘Sing unto the Lord a new song,’ and no 
compilation of old hymns alone can be quite an ideal 
hymn-book; it takes more than qa pair of scissors to 
make a hymn-book. Fourth, it Contains superb de- 
partments for Christmas, Easter, Children’s Day, 
Primary, Mother’s Day, and patriotic occasions, and 
to these are added a number of pages of Scripture 
readings selected especially because of their appro- 
priateness for young people. While this book was 
designed primarily for Sunday-school use, there are 
many people who have already discovered that it is 
a magnificent book also for general use.” 


Combining the Best in Old and New 

“Kingdom Songs” is a strictly Sunday-school song- 
book, by C. Harold Lowden and Rufus W. Miller, 
D.D., offered by the Heidelberg Press, Fifteenth 
and Race Streets, Philadelphia, with excellent new 
material, and yet sufficient well-known hymns and 
songs to make it a most valuable collection. It has 
been said that the book is ten years ahead of its 
time. Excellent orders of service and responsive Scrip- 
ture readings have been provided; also songs for 
special occasions such as Christmas, Easter, Chil- 
dren’s Day, Rally Day, and the like. Their second 
offering is “Uplifting Songs,” planned “for any de- 
votional service of the church, with particular em- 
phasis on young people’s work, prayer service, and 
evangelistic services, and divided into departments for 
the convenience of its users, so that a leader can 
immediately turn to the style of song desired. It 
contains some excellent material, new and old, and 
has the very popular song, “Living for Jesus.” 

“Two of our song-books are ‘Carols’ and ‘Junior 
Hymns and Carols.’ They are intended for the 
Children’s Division of the Sundey-school, and for 
use in the home,” declares the Leyda Publishing Com- 
pany, Wapello, Iowa. “The songs are short, the music 
good, and each has a distinct message suitable to 
the seasons of the year and the Sunday-school les- 
sons. They are practical, because they associate God 
with every-day child life in a way that is helpful 
in teaching children to know him, and therefore to 
trust and serve him.” 

“We regard ‘Alleluia’ as the best song-book for 
the average school,” states the Presbyterian Board 
ef Publication and Sabbath School Work (The West- 
minster Press), Witherspoon Building, Philadelphia. 
“1, It was compiled from the point of view of re- 
ligious education, and presents in musical form all 
the fundamental teachings of evangelical Christianity. 
2. It combines the standard hymns of the church, 
which every one should know, with selections of a 
lighter character appealing to varied temperaments 
er less mature minds or religious experiences; and 
they are so arranged as to give equal prominence to 
both. > While the music is all durable and attractive, 
it is of different styles and grades, in order to meet 
various tastes and degrees of musical development; 
yet the best music is not above the appreciation of 
the uncultured, and the worst is not trashy or irrev- 
erent. 4. The Responsive Readings from the Scrip- 
tures and the Orders of Service were very carefully 
arranged by men thoroughly familiar with the Bible 
and with Sunday-schools as well. ‘The Hymnal. Re- 
vised’ is our standard church hymnal. 1. It is Christo- 
centric. That is its first claim on the religious mus- 
ical world. The substitution of the worship of nature 

. 


for the worship of God, labor union songs masquerad- 
ing as hymns, the idea that it makes no difference 
what one believes as long as he lives up to his ideals, 
or that benevolence can take the place of holiness and 
righteous living,— none of these find a place in it, 
2. But it is not egotistic, and its hymns are such 
as the average congregation can sing with perfect 
sincerity and such as will inspire them to ever higher 
ideals and greater achievements in the religious life. 
3. Both hymns and tunes are of a high type, but not 
above the heads of the ordinary people, and they are 
sufficiently varied to meet all tastes. Its theology 
is broad without being thin, and we find Federated 
and Community churches consider it very acceptable, 
even with the conspicuous denominational title-page.” 

“*Hymns of the Centuries’ is in use in hundreds of 
satisfied churches,” write A. S. Barnes and Company, 
30 Irving Place, New York, “because, 1. All the best 
of the old favorites are there set to the right tunes. 
2. The new hymns sing themselves into the hearts 
of the people. 3. The words are set within the music 
staff. 4. Each selection for Responsive Reading oc- 
cupies but one page; there is no turning of leayes. 
Dr. Littlefield has been engaged for many years in 
the preparation of the ‘School Hymnal.’ The book 
contains 275 hymns covering the usual subjects, but 
all expressing praise, loyalty, fidelity, heroism, good 
will, and service, special emphasis being given to the 
consciousness of the rule of God in his world.. One 
feature is the inclusion of thirteen selections from the 
Oratorios, simple enough for adequate rendering un- 
der efficient leadership. Dr. Oliver Huckel has pre- 
pared the responsive reading on a new plan. Topical 
services and prayers and responses give an added 
value to the book.” 


Marked by the Absence of Jingle 

“Nothing can drag with such music,” wrote one 
enthusiastic user of PY hr oy. the hymn-book in- 
tended by the Hall-Mack Company, 1018-20 Arch 
Street, Philadelphia, for Sunday-schools only, and 
containing only such compositions as would meet 
the approval of superintendents and committees de- 
siring music of high grade value and words either 
Scriptural or at least having a Scriptural foundation. 
The book is intended for progressive schools, and is 
marked by an absence of jingle. The second offering 
of this company is “Gospel Message, 1, 2, 3 Combined,” 
a book of 471 hymns and Gospel songs, containing 
about everything that a church requires in all its 
departments, with a large number of songs for the 
Sunday-school, a great many for evangelistic meet- 
ings, and plenty of church hymns of recognized value. 

“The sustaining, uplifting influence of ‘Standard 
Hymns and Spiritual Songs,’” say the Biglow and 
Main Company, 156 Fifth Avenue, New York, “will 
instill into your services a harmonious unity of action 
so real that it will make for greater efficiency.” It 
represents a collection of carefully selected songs, new 
and old, especially fitted for church services, Sunday- 
schools, social gatherings, evangelistic, prayer and 
praise meetings, with a varied and valuable collec- 
tion of Scripture readings. Biglow and Main Com- 
pany emphasize the words “enduring music” in their 
hymnals, and especially in connection with the Moody 
and Sankey Gospel Hymns, published under the 
general title of “Selected Gospel Hymns,” since “not 
alone have these famous hymns awakened multitudes 
to the hallowed blessings of a better life, but time 
has marked them as the utterances of a soul putting 
its consecrated thought into song; a collection that 
has endeared itself to generation after generation.” 

“The Spnday-school book of our publication that 
has met with the most favor,” write Clayton F. 
Summy Company, 64 East Van Buren Street, Chi- 
cago, “is the little book for Primary classes called 
‘Song Stories for the Sunday-school,’ by Mildred 
and Batty Hill. The next most popular book that we 
publish is ‘Primary and Junior Songs,’ compiled by 
Mari Hofer. This is a handbook of chants, hymns 
responses, sentences, and supplementary songs, a 


is written with the idea of supplying the need of 


more music for worship and praise, as well as mate- 
rial for programs throughout the year. 

“‘Songs of Hope,’ recently issued, contains one 
of the choicest collections of sacred songs ever placed 
on the market, and has already surpassed in sales 
every other book published by our company in the 
same length of time.” This is the estimate of 
the Hope Publishing Company, 5707 West Lake 
Street Chicago, who go on to give a prominent 


‘ pastor’s testimony: “‘Songs of Hopé’ is the best all 


around hymn-book we have ever seen. The material 
could be no better, the print no clearer, the binding 
and workmanship no more perfect in any book, re- 
gardless of price.” “‘Hymns and Sacred Songs’ is a 
music book of dignity: and character, compiled for 
the express purpose of meeting the increasing de- 
mand for a higher grade book than has hitherto been 
available.” 
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“We publish a very fine collection of Sunday-school 
and church hymns,” is the message from George F. 
Rosche and Company, 337 West Madison Street, Chi- 
cago, “in the form of a sixty-four-page paper-bound 
booklet, entitled ‘Songs of Praise and Worship,’ con- 
taining forty-two of the very cream of our copyrights 
in the way of Sunday-school hymns, and forty-five 
of the most popular church hymns with music; also 
a small selection of Responsive Readings.” 


The “Herald of Praise,” published by the Glad 
Tidings Publishing Company, Lakeside Building, Chi- 
cago, is adapted to church, Sunday-school, youn 
people’s societies and evangelistic work. It is edite 
by two hundred leading ministers and evangelists. 
“Glad Tidings in Song” is a new 96-page book. 


The Sterling Music Company, 1220 Wallace Stree 
Philadelphia, write: “Our book that we find usefu 
for churches and Sunday-schools is Alexander’s Con- 
ference Hymns. ‘It has been largely called for by 
churches, Sunday-schools, and conferences that do not 
desire a large ne church in the far West 
recently ordered three thousand for their church, 
for Sunday night services.” 


®The latest Gospel song-book proparet by the Rode- 
heaver Company, 1017 Monon Building, Chica o, and 
814 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, is “Victory Songs,” 
which has been compiled and edited under the per- 
sonal supervision of Mr. Rodeheaver himself, Billy 
Sunday’s famous song leader. It contains 288 pages 
of music, and is proving immensely popvlar for both 
general church and Y. M. C. A. purposes. 


John Wanamaker and “Orders of Worship” 


John Wanamaker established Sunday-school Orders 
of Worship sixty years ago, and he helped to make 
“Hymns of Blessing,” and uses it in his Brotherhood 
and Sunday-school work. A returnable sample of 
this book will be sent upon request. “Songs of Zion,” 
with all the old favorites and seventy new ones, mak- 
ing 140 songs in all, is intended to arouse the church 
of God to use its power. Both of these books are pub- 
lished by Bentley D. Ackley, 1018 Arch Street, Phila- 
delphia. 

“Glad Praises” is a choice colléction of church 
hymns, Sunday-school songs, revival songs, children’s 
songs, songs for male voices, and for solos, duets, 
and choruses, and for responsive readings, published 
by the Willise Music Company, 137 est Fourt 
Street, Cincinnati. 

Familiar “Songs of the Gospel” in two volumes, 
paper bound, are published by E. A. K. Hackett, Fort 
Wayne, Ind., are of a convenient_size for handling, 
and are just what their title would indicate. 

One of the many compliments paid the combination 
hymnal for both church and Sunday-school, “Hymns 
for To-day,” edited by J. H. Fillmore, is that it did 
not contain many “divorce cases.” Of that the man 
who was paying the compliment said, “Of course I 
mean the putting of old hymns to new tunes, some- 
thing that always jars me.” This hymnal is published 
by the Fillmore Music House, 520 Elm Street, Cin- 
cinnati, Ohio. The hymns are high class, and are 
both new and old, and the music is singable, charm- 
ing, and expressiye. It contains orders of service for 
all Sunday-school and church meetings, and special 
day services for the calendar year. nother practi- 
cal book by the same house is “The New_ Praise 
Hymnal,” edited by Gilbert J. Ellis and J. H. Fill- 
more. 

“Hymns of the United Church” is a new compila- 
tion by the Christian Century Press, 704 East Fortieth 
Street, Chicago. It is prolific in its responsive Scrip- 
ture readings and other aids to worship, to which 
more than one hundred pages are devoted. 

Testimonies that Have been received by the H. W. 
Gray Company, 2 West Forty-fifth Street, New York, 
go to show that theré is a distinct place for a hymnal 
for schools, and this company is offering “The Insti- 
tute Hymnal,” which is strongly influencing for good 
the spirit of schools and colleges.. The company has 
in process of publication “The Coming of the Prince 
of Peace,” by Dickinson, and it will be offered to 
the public in a short time. 

The emphgsis on their song-book strictly for Sun- 
Yay-schools, “His Worthy Praise” is placed by the 
Lorenz Publishing Company, Dayton, Ohio, on uni- 
son melody with piano accompaniment. ‘The spirit 
of the songs is stirring and joyous with strong pulse. 
A really singable melody with a stirring, swinging 
accompaniment frequently of instrumental nature, 1s 
the type of this néw book, so the publishers feel. The 
all-round scng-book for this music house is “Praise 
Ye,” and although planned particularly for the Sun- 
day-school, it is adapted for prayer-meetings, young 
people’s meetings, and in rural districts for general use. 

Recognizing that the Sunday-school that attracts 
and holds children is the one that has joyous sing- 
ing, Meyer and Brother, 75-77 West, Washington 
Street, Chicago, have made their “Junior Sunshine 
Songs” just that kind of a beok: The-outside cover, 
with singing birds silhouetted; and sun rising 
ever the church steeple, is a real index to the con- 
tents of the book. : 

Full information about any of these books, with 
prices, may be obtained by writing to the addresses 
given. 
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Lesson for October 1¢ 
Matthew 3:1 to 4:11 
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Golden Text.—This is my 


LESSON 2. OCTOBER 10. BAPTISM AND TEMPTATION OF JESUS 


Matthew 3:1 to 4: II 


beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.—Matt. 3 : 17 





_ 





The Lesson Pilot 
- By Howard A. Banks 
Getting Started in Class : 
SRAEL was tempted forty years, Jesus forty 
| ce: both in the Wilderness. This connection 

seems’ to have been in Jesus’ mind, judging from 
his answers, and every Scripture he quoted was taken 
from the book of Deuteronomy, written by the leader 
of the Wilderness wanderings. 

May there not be a parallelism also between the 
temptations of the"Church, the New Testament people 
of the Lord, as well.as with his Old Testament peo- 
ple? A delegate to the last Presbyterian General 
Assembly in Philadelphia preached a sermon of great 
power, answering this question affirmatively, and he 
contended that the Church to-day, as perhaps never 
before, is upon the Mount of Temptation, being of- 
fered the kingdoms of this world and the glory of 
them, if she will only compromise by exchanging 
spiritual for temporal methods and power. Will the 
church be able to say with her Lord, “Get thee hence, 
Satan”? And how? 


Our Background Material 


The wilderness of Judea where John the Baptist 
came, because “the word of God” had come to him 
(Luke 3:2), was the country part of that land, 
which, however, was not without towns and villages. 
David passed much of his time there, and doubtless 
also John the Baptist, who was now thirty years old, 
and who probably was engaged in some occupation, 
even as his cousin, our Lord, was helping his father 
in the carpenter shop at Nazareth. 


The Lesson Itself 


The references, except as ‘otherwise noted, are to ‘es- 

son-articles in this issue. Bold-face figures at the end 

of certain paragraphs in those articles will help in 
quickly locating the references. 

Keeping constantly in mind the key-word to Mat- 
thew, “kingdom,” impress the class with the thought 
that‘ John the Baptist,'as forerunner, was the herald 
of a king. The arrival of kings in_ancient times 
was announced by heralds, and the word “preaching” 
in 3:1 is literally to be translated “heralding.” John 
had learned from his own study of God’s Word that 
he was to be the king’s herald (see The Prophecy 
in This Lesson), 

All Judea was stirred by the wonderful preaching 
of this strange man in the wilderness, and his won- 
derful revival is commented on by Dr. Thomas (I, 
1). The two themes of John the Baptist’s preach- 
ing were, first, repentance (3:2), and second, prep- 
aration for the coming King (3:3). The pam- 
phlet by Dr. Griffith Thomas,’ “How to Study the 
Gospel of Matthew,” and to be had from The Sunday 
School Times Company, 1031 Walnut Street, Phila- 
delphia, at 40 cents a dozen copies; 4 cents each; $3 a 
hundred, is an invaluable aid in understanding the 
motif of Matthew’s Gospel, E 

A picture or blackboard sketch of the baptism is 
suggested by Mrs. Bryner for making vivid to 
younger children the occasion of our Lord’s bap- 
tism. A note-book is advocated by Mrs. Askew (1). 
A threefold supernatural feature in connection with 
the baptism is given by Dr. Thomas (I, 2). 

How the temptation of Jesus was connected with 
the kingdom is evident from a careful study of Dr. 
Thomas’ whole lesson treatment. It was a test of 
the truth of the Father’s commendation of Jesus at 
the baptism (3:7; Dr. Thomas, I, 3). And what 
was comprehensively in the Father’s mind when he 
said “This is my beloved Son” is thoughtfully con- 
sidered by Dr. Smellie from both a retrospective and 
prospective standpoint. 

The recorded temptations are three climaxes of 
the entire temptation which lasted forty days (Dr. 
Thomas, I, 3). 

In studying the Scriptures misapplied by the devil 
and those quoted by our Lord, the passages should 
be read to the clas and considered in their con- 
text, for this “emphasizes the wonderful aptness of 
the Lord’s replies. The passage quoted from Deuter- 
onomy 8:3, for instance, showed how Israel had 
been tempted in the same way as Christ. The sec- 
ond reply of the Lord in full is, “Thou shalt not 
tempt the Lord thy God, as ye tempted him in Mas- 
sah” (Deut. 6:16). It was there that Moses and 
Aaron evidenced distrust in God when they claimed 
for themselves the power of the miracle of getting 
water from the rock (Num. 20: 7-12), and Jesus will 
not Seek to glorify himself in the eyes of the Jews by 
a spectacular miracle (compare John 12:28; Round- 
Table, 1). Our Lord’s quotation from Deuteronomy 
6: 10-13 (4: 10) is taken from a direct warning against 
forgetfulness of God through prosperity and ambition. 

The significance of the temptations is helpfully 
discussed by Dr. Thomas (I, 4). 


Devotional Reading: Deut. 6 : 4-16. 
Reel Reet ior Teschers Luke 3:1 to4:13; Heb. 2:18; 
_ 4315. 


Primary Topic: Jesus Pleasing the Heavenly Father. 
Lesson Material: Matt. 3: 13-17. 
Memory Verse: This is my beloved Son, in whom I am 
well pleased.— Matt 3: 17. 
Junior Topic: Baptism and Temptation of Jesus. 
Lesson Material: Matt. 3:13 to 4:11. 
Memory Verses: Matt. 3: 16, 17. 
iate and Senior Topic: Jesus Overcoming Temptation. 
Additional Material; 1 Cor. 10:13; 2 Tim. 4: 7, 8. 
Topic for Young P Victory over Appetite, 
le,.and Ambition. 
Additional Material: John 6:15; Heb 2:18; 4:15. 











The portion of the text indicated by the International 
esson Committee for printing in the lesson helps is 
Matthew 3:13 to 4:11 


13 Then cometh Jesus from Galilee to the Jordan unto 
John, to be baptized of him. 14 But John would have 
hindered him, saying, I have need to be baptized of thee, 
and comest thou te me? 15 But Jesus answering said unto 
him, Suffer 4it now: for thus it becometh us to fulfil all 
righteousness. Then he suffereth him. 16 And Jesus, 
when he was baptized, went up straightway from the 
water: and lo, the heavens were opened “unto him, and he 
saw the Spirit of God descending as a dove, and coming 
upon him; 17 and lo, a voice out of the heavens, saying, 
®This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased. 

4:1 Then was Jesus led up of the Spirit into the wilder- 
ness to be tempted of the devil. 2 And when he had fasted 
forty days and forty nights, he afterward hungered. 3 
And the tempter came and said unto him, If thou art the 
Son of God, command that these stones become ‘bread. 
4 But he answered and said, It is written, "Man shall not 
live by bread alone, but by every word that proceedeth 
out of the mouth of God. 5 Then the devil taketh him 
into the holy city; and he set him on the ‘pinnacle of the 
temple, 6 and saith unto him, If thou art the Son of God, 
cast thyself down, for it is written, 

= shall give his angels charge concerning thee: 
an 

On their hands they shall bear thee up, 
Lest haply thou:dash thy foot against a stone. 
7 Jesus said unto him, Again it is written, °Thou shalt not 
make trial of the Lord thy God. 8 Again, the devil 
taketh him unto an exceeding high mountain, and show- 
eth him all the kingdoms of the world, and the glory of 
them; 9 and he said unto him, All these things will I give 
thee, if thou wilt fall down and °worship me. 10 Then 
saith Jesus unto him, Get thee hence, Satan: for it is 
written, “Thou shalt wership the Lord thy God, and him 
only shalt thou serve. 11 Then the devil leaveth him; 
and behold, angels came and ministered unto him. 
10r, me "Some ancient authorities omit unto him. 
8Gr, This is my Son; my beloved in whom I am well 
pleased See ch. 12.18. ‘Gr. loaves 5Dt. 8.3. °Gr. wing. 

TPs. o1.11, 12. ®Deut. 6.16. "The Greek word denotes an 

act of reverence whether paid to.a creature (see ch. 

4.9; 18.26), or to the Creator (see ch. 4.10). Deut. 6.13 


"American Revision cepyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson & Sons 








In teaching his classes at Xenia, Ohio, Theological 
Seminary, Professor Melvin Grove Kyle points out 
that man has three natural desires: (1) the desire 
to enjoy things; (2) the desire to get things; (3) 
the desire to do things, In his very helpful little 
book, “Victorious Life Studies” (to be had from The 
Sunday School Times Company, Philadelphia, paper, 
60 cents; cloth, $1), Robert C. McQuilkin studies our 
Lord’s temptation in the light of these three natural 
desires, which cover the whole range of human de- 
sires. The desire to enjoy things concerns every- 


thing that has to do with a*man’s body. The desire . 


to get things concerns everything a man sees outside 
himself-that he obtains for himself. The desire to 
accomplish things includes everything that goes out 
from the man to affect in one way or another the out- 
side world. And Dr. Kyle defines temptation as “the 
incitement of a natural desire to go beyond the bound 


set by God.” - 


When Eve, the mother of all living, “saw that the 
tree was good for food” (Gen. 3:6), a thing to be 
enjoyed by bodily appetite; “and that it was a delight 
to the eyes,” an attractive thing to get; and “was to 
be desired to make one wise,” that would give her 
and her husband the ability to be as God, as ‘Satan 
was saying, “she took the fruit thereof, and did eat,” 
and her husband ate with her, and they thus brought 
sin upon all mankind, for sin is doing something God 
has told man not to do, or not doing something God 
has told man to do. 

They yielded at every point of temptation, as anal- 
yzed by John (1 John 2:16). “For all that is in the 
world, the lust of the flesh [bodily enjoyment], yand 
the lust of the eyes [desire to get], and the vainglory 
of life [pride of achievement] is not of the Father, 
but is of the world.” While the lust of the eyes and 
the pride of life had no immediate outlet of expres- 
sion for our first parents, living in a world which was 
all theirs, their sin found immediate expression in 
some form of the lust of the flesh. But they had 
yielded and fallen at all three points. 


But our Lord triumphed at each point. Satan 
insinuated that Adam and Eve might become as God; 
he suggests to our Lord that if he is the son of God 
he had better prove it by satisfying his bodily hunger, 
a natural appetite, in a wrong way. 

Our Lord had the natural desire to get things — to 
get “all the kingdoms of this world.” They belonged 
to him; he had been born as Emmanuel to secure 
them, but Satan was suggesting getting them in an- 
other than God’s way —that of the cross. 

Jesus had the right desire to accomplish things. 
He desired the setting up of his kingdom, and a spec- 
tacular, magic-like miracle would appeal to the sign- 
loving Jew, and therefore Satan’s suggestion that 
Jesus leap from the temple pinnacle. 


The Truth that Is Golden 


How does Jesus’ successful resistance of tempta- 
tion help us in our temptations? For the reason 
that he has been “incall points” (the “points” just above 
considered) “tempted like as we are, yet without sin” 
(Heb. 4:15: Dr. Thomas, II, 5 and preceding). 
“To the man who will yield to Christ’s indwelling 
and mastery, so that it becomes true for him that to 
live is Christ, temptation comes, and not all his 
testings are removed,” says Philif E. Howard in his 
book, “Temptation” (The Sunday School Times Com- 
pany, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, 75 cents). 
“But he is not meeting them in the old way. He is 
conscious that Christ himself is the way out, and 
the temptation may quietly be referred to him in 
the glad certainty that our helplessness, proved by 
numberless failures, is His opportunity” (Dr. Thomas, 
III, 6). 

Teaching Points 

One unusual advantage Satan has over us is pointed 
out by Mr. Smith in “Say, Fellows —” (1), as well 
as a favorite method of his (2). The weapon to 
use against this most powerful foe (3) is given (4). 
Jesus will win the victory for and in us the same way 
as he ‘did for himself. 

Another method of Jesus in meeting temptation, 
and which is an example for us, is furnished in the 
sidtlight on this lesson on page 515, by Dr. A, C. 
Dixon, “Eavesdropping upon Christ at Prayer.” 


Questions for Study and Discussion 


How did Satan appear to Jesus in the temptation? 


What is the difference between innocence and vir- 
tue? (Dr. Thomas, I, 4.) 


How can you explain the temptation in the face 
of Christ’s perfect obedience? (Mrs. Askew, 2.) 
PHILADELPHIA. 
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This Week’s Teaching Principle 
By Charles Calvert Ellis, A.M., Ph.D. 


Vice-President and Professor of Education at Juniata College 





THE PRINCIPLE oF AppLICATION.—Lead pupils 
to make practical and personal applications of 
truth, 











Wr it is possible because of the deity of the 
Lord to set him forth as our Exemplar in ways 
beyond our humanity on the one hand, and just as 
possible in using him as an example to do that which 
to-day is far more common,—exalt humanity to 
a place of practical equality with Him who is our un- 
equaled and pre-eminent Saviour and Lord, yet there 
cannot but be in this Life that, though incarnate Ged, 
walked our human ways, some suggestions of help 
that he would not have us miss. And so while the 
uestion “What would Jesus do?” in the life of our 
ay may be a fruitful speculation; the more practical 
question surely is, “What would Jesus have me do?” 
and our young people may well be taught that we - 
dare not hope for the day by day guidance of the 
Spirit of God if we are indifferent to the teachings 
of the Word of God plainly set before us, and es- 
pecially those which come to us from the life and 
teachings of our Lord. 

One of the most helpful portions of the lesson, 
because so very practical for all grades, is the Mas- 
ter’s conquest of temptation. The class may or may 
not be old enough to note the comprehensiveness of 
these temptations, and how they compass in the large 
all of their own temptations, which seem so modern 
and so very different, but none of them should miss 
the significance of the fact that even in the case of 
our Lord his knowledge of God’s Word was a sword 
as well as a shield in the severe conflict with the 
adversary whom we ourselves must also meet. 


Huntinopon, PA. ° Sa 
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The Lesson as a Whole 


By the Rev. W. H. Griffith Thomas, D.D. 








Time.—‘“In those days” is quite indefinite, but Luke 
3: 1-3 gives the exact chronological time. 
I. The Lesson’s Main Message 


The Forerunner (3: 1-12). 
the Baptist’s general ministry. 


In verses 1-6 we have 
His message was 
“Repent ... the kingdom of heaven is at hand.” The 
phrase, “the kingdom of heaven,” is one of the keys 
to Matthew’s Gospel, and it no doubt refers to the 
kingdom promised ages before by the prophets (Dan. 
2:44), and means the reign of God over the earth, 
If the Jews had been willing to accept Christ as 
King, th({.kingdom would soon have been estab- 
lished, tt is important to remember that the phrase 
is not identical with “Church,” or with the present 
dispensation. The relation of John to the Old Testa- 


ment is mentioned by a-quaistion from Isaiah (40: 
" 3). The figure is that of preparing a road for the 


coming of a king. The appearance of the preacher 
was appropriate to his circumstances and work (v. 
4), and the effects of his preaching were immediate 
and wonderful (vs. 5, 6). Then follows his special 
ministry: (vs. 7-12). The leaders came but were first 
denounced (v. 7); and warned (vs. 8-10); and then 
instructed (vs 11, 12). (1) 

The Baptism (vs. 13-17). The attitude of Christ 
to the Baptistd§ interesting and important (vs. 13- 
15). When he“came to submit to baptism, John nat- 
urally protested, but our Lord’s reply sufficed to set- 
tle the matter. Although Christ had no sin of which 
to repent, he wished to take his place with-the others 
who were coming for baptism, and he thereby iden- 
tified himself with human life in obeying God (v. 
15). The immediate result was a recognition by 
God and an anointing for the service that was before 
him (vs. 16,17). It is interesting to notice the three- 
fold supernatural feature, the opened heaven,. the 
Holy Spirit, and the divine voice. (2) 

The Testing (4:1-11). The circumstances (vs. 
I, 2) are at once spiritual and physical, for we read 
of the Spirit, the wilderness, and fasting. It is 
significant that the temptation came immediately after 
the baptism, for it was the opportunity gf testing 
whether what was said then (3:17) was true. The 
character of the temptation needs careful study (vs. 
3-10). Although Christ was tempted all through 
the forty days, we are only told of three climaxes. 
The temptation was official rather than personal, 
dealing with our Lord’s work, not with his personal 
character. (3) , 

(1) The first temptation was concerned with the 
divine ideals of the kingdom, whether it was to be 
material or spiritual, The word “if” (v. 3) really 
means “since,” and refers back to the voice at the 
baptism (3:17), as though the devil would imply 
that as he was ‘Son he ought to be able to satisfy 
his own hunger. 

(2) The second temptation referred to divine con- 
fidence and raised the question whether the king- 
dom was spiritual in its methods, or whether by some 
striking or sensational action Christ could not easily 
win the Jews. 

(3) The third temptation was concerned with di- 
vine methods, and specially dealt with the question 
whether the kingdom was spiritual in its resources, 
whether there could be any compromise by avoiding 
the cross. Thus we have the three problems of 
loyalty to God, trust in God, and obedience to God, 
the first temptation being personal, the second Mes- 
sianic, and the third universal. Matthew’s order 
seems to be the correct one. The crown of the temp- 
tation then followed (v. 11) in the devil’s departure 
and the angels’ coming. Our Lord met the evil one, 
not as God, but as man, and for this reason Scrip- 
ture was used as the protection (Psa. 119:11). Thus 
the qualifications for the work of the Messiah were 


proved to exist, and our Lord’s personal human char-~ 


acter was established through his victory. Innocence 
is purity untempted, while virtue is purity tempted 
and triumphant. (4) 

Devotional Reading: Deuteronomy 6:4-16. (1) 
The command, verses 4, 5; (2) the counsel, verses 
6; 7; (3) the cautions, verses 10-16. 

Books.—For a commentary on Matthew, Broadus 
(American Baptist Publication Society, Philadelphia, 
2.25) is very helpful. Other books to be used with 
each lesson are “Modern Students’ Life of. Christ,” by 
Vollmer (Revell, New York, $1.25, net); “The Stu- 
dent’s Historical Geography of the Holy Land,” by 
W. W. Smith (The Sunday School Times Company, 
$1.50) ; Davis’ Bible Dictionary (Westminster Press, 
Philadelphia, $3). 

Il. Additional Material for Teachers 

Luke 3:1 te 4:13; Hebrews 2:18; 4:15. 

1. Luke 3:1 to 4:13. The parallel passages to 
Matthew, calling for careful study in order to notice 


the points of difference and the way in which one 
Gospel supplements the other. 


_THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


2. Hebrews 2:18. A reference to Christ’s tempta- 
tion, the Epistle to the Hebrews dealing specially 
with our Lord’s humanity in its training and prepa- 
ration for his work as divine Priest. (1) He was 
tempted; (2) he suffered; (3) he is therefore able 
to help. This shows that his temptation was real. 

3. Hebrews 4: 15 Another referénce to’ Christ’s 
temptation. (1) He was tempted; (2) he was vic- 
torious; (3) he is able to sympathize. The sym- 
pathy is based on sinlessness, and is connected not 
with our sins but with our weaknesses. He has no sym- 
pathy with wrong-doing, but he has real sympathy 
with human infirmity, There was no sin in Christ; 
as God he could_not sin, as‘man he would not. But 
his sympathy with us is based on his unlikeness to 
us, for it would be no help to us to know that he had 
been defeated. We need some one who has been as 
severely tested as we are, or even more severely, and 
has_yet won the victory. (5) 


Ill. The Graded Topics 


1. Intermediate and Senior: Jesus Overcoming 
Temptation. As already seen, Christ’s temptation 
was official rather than personal, a reference to his 
work rather than to his character; but notwithstand- 
ing this, we may think of the temptation as truly 
helpful to us in two ways. (1) Its reality, which as- 
sures us of perfect understanding an . sympathy ; 
(2) its method of victory in the use of Scripture. 
God’s Word is always the secret of power (Psa. 
119:11). The two passages of Additional Material 
suggest (1) protection in the face of temptation fr 
Cor. 10:13); (2) persistence in the face of trial (2 
Tim, 4:7, 8 

2. Young People and Adults: Victory Over Appe- 
tite, Pride, and Ambition. We must never forget 
that these three words — appetite, pride, and ambi- 
tion—do not refer to Christ, for he had none of 
these things, so far as they were sinful (John 6:15). 
We know that appetite is a natural element,. and is 
only wrong when it is abused. There is also a right 
and a wrong kind of pride and ambition, although 
they are dangerous, for they are constantly associ- 
ated with wrong. But although Christ had nothing 
sinful in his nature to lead him into wrong desires 
(Heb. 2:18; 4:15), yet we can learn from his real 
temptation how to become victorious. 

These three, appetite, pride, and ambition make 
the greatest appeal to us, and are liable to lead us 
into sin because*they are concerned with the strong- 
est desires of our nature. Three things are neces- 
sary for us to consider in the presence of tempta- 
tion: (1) Life’s Peril. We are always in danger 
of yielding to evil, either by abusing what is lawful, 
or using what is unlawful. (2) Life’s Power. This 
is to be seen in connection with the will of God as 
revealed in his Word, for whenever we take his 
Word as our guide we ate enabled to see the danger 
and sin of temptation. (3) Life’s Protection. The 
way of victory is by means of the presence of Christ 
by his Spirit in the heart, for when: divine grace 
rules within we become “more than conquerors.” (6) 


IV. The Heart of the Lesson 


_ It is impressive to notice that in verse 1 we have 
a summary of life, for Christ was both “led of the 
Spirit” and also “tempted of the devil.” Both of 
these come to every true follower of Christ, and 
when they are together they help to form character. 
Adam had innocence, but character is only formed 
7 resistance to evil. The order of the two should 
also be noted. First we must be “led,” and then 
“tempted.” There must be no change in this order, 
for if we are led first we need have no fear where 
to go, because nothing that Satan does can touch 
the foundation of our life. The oak does not fear 
the tempest if the root is firm. 


V. Leading Questions 

What is the meaning of repentance, as shown in 
chapter 3? ' 
aguante is the meaning of our Lord baptjzing with 
What was the object of the temptation of Christ? 
What was wrong in each temptation? 
PHILADELPHIA. 
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The Prophecy in This Lesson 
By Howard A. Banks 


OHN’S quotation in 3:3 is from Isaiah 40: 3, “The 
voice of him that crieth in the wilderness, Pre- 
pare ye the way of the Lord, make straight in the 
desert a highway for our God.” Isaiah heard a voice 
in the temple (6:1-12) concerning the scattering 
of Israel, and now he hears: another voice outside 
the land, concerning the gathering of Israel. John 
the Baptist, under the impulse of the Holy Spirit, 
claims this voice to be his, -but Israel would not 
ear it, and the One whom John heralded was cru- 
fied and the kingdom he had come to set up was 
rejected (John 1:11). The King and the kingdom 
are therefore in abeyance, postponed during the _par- 
enthetical age of grace—of the church (Heb. 2:8; 
Rev. 3:21, 22). - 
PHILADELPHIA. 
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As He Was, So Are We : 


By the Rev. Alexander Smellie, D.D. 


HRIST and the Christian approach singularly 

~ near the one to the other. In literal fact they 

are identified in their truest life. “It is among 

the great principles of Christianity,” Pascal wrote, 

“that everything which happened to Jesus Christ 

should come to pass in the soul and in the body of 

each Christian?’ And he was only echoing a more 

authoritative teacher. Who shall separate us? asked 
Paul the apostle. 

Why should there be this identity? It is because 
one and the same Spirit of God is resident both in 
Christ and in the Christian. In his humanity, 
and in his ministry of obedience, our Lord’s recep- 
tion of the Holy Spirit ought to be repeated by those 
who are bone of his bone and soul of his soul. 

At his Baptism Jesus was endued afresh with the 
Spirit of God. There was _a double intention and 
purpose in the enduement. It was retrospective, and 
it -was prospective. 

t was retrospective. If one may say it, it was 
the reward for what our Lord had been in his re- 
cent past. Ever since he was born in the power of 
the Highest, he had been sedulous to retain, to cher- 
ish, to honor, and to obey the divine Spirit. Through 
his childhood and youth and opening manhood, while 
he was thoroughly human, and there was nothing 
strained or alien about him, he was without sin; he 
grew and waxed strong, being ever more and more 
filled with wisdom, and God’s favor was upon him. 
But whence this lily among thorns, this perfect life 
where all was wilderness round about? It was the 
effect of Christ’s unbroken dependence-on, and un- 
decaying regard for, God the Spirit. .And to him 
who has five talents, and uses them well, other five 
are given; so now the Spirit, whom Jesus has so 
prized, descends to crown him with ampler benedic- 
tion. He does as much for us. He confirms and 
develops the grace which he has himself created and 
bestowed. When it is our habit to lean all our weight 
on him, when in our weakness we have been accus- 
tomed to give unhampered scope to his strength, 
when we avail ourselves constantly of his teaching 
and help, a moment will come, a superlative moment, 
when he visits us with larger accessions of his bless- 
ing, and we rise in him to heights of which we did 
not dream before. 

But the endowment of the Baptism was prospective 
also. The Jordan experience marked more than the 
conclusion of an’ epoch in Christ’s career;-it marked 
his outgoing into another and more exacting epoch. 
He was starting on his Messianic and Mediatorial 
activity. He was taking up his redemptive offices as 
Prophet and Priest and King. They were stupendous 
tasks for which, in the waters of the river, he girded 
himself. It was a heavy if a glorious future, to which 
he set his face like a flint. Was it not fitting that, 
undeniably and overcomingly, he should receive all 
the wisdom, all the power, all the zeal, and all the 
loye requisite to carry out the weighty business? 
Therefore the heavens were opened, and the Spirit 
came. So we may. stand where Christ stood, at the 
beginning of an untried path. The waiting time, the 
learning time, is over. In front of us lies an active 
work for God, in the homeland or in one of the 
dark countries far away. We are born of the Spirit, 
and acquainted with much that he can do; yet we 
hesitate as we contemplate the new demands: we 
fear as we enter the cloud. But what happened to 
the Lord will happen to us. As we yield ourselves 
in frank consecration, to obey God’s summons and 
fulfil his righteousness, he will dower us anew with 
his gracious influence. 


It is strange to pass from the rapture in Jordan 
to the solitude and the duel of the Temptation. Yet 
this, too, was the Spirit’s doing. Then was Jesus 
led up of the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted 
of the devil. . 

Partly the ordeal was for the ripening of his 

human character. It discovered his holiness. There 
is an invisible ink, and what you write with it re- 
mains unseen till a fervid heat is applied to the 
aper; then it comes out, distinct and clear. The 
aw of God was written within the heart of the Man 
Christ Jesus; but it was the fiery ‘heat of -Satan’s 
attack which made the glorious writing fully legible. 
And partly the ordeal was for the promotion of his 
official ministry; It is the Second Adam against 
whom the enemy directs his artillery, One as truly 
our representative as our first father was. And Christ 
in the desert retrieves for us the ancient defeat of 
the garden. It is not enough that he should be sin- 
less in himself; he must overcome sin as our Kins- 
man and Captain. 

Why are we Christians tempted? For just those 
two reasons. For the deepening of our character 
that we may distrust more profopndly our own capac- 
ity, and may trust with completer simplicity Him who 
makes us more than conquerors. And for the help- 
ing of our ministry — because we emerge from the 
fight, qualified to comfort them~ who are in any 
tribulation with the comforts wheréwith we our- 


selves have been comforted of God. 
CARLUKE, SCOTLAND. 
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Lesson for October 19 
Matthew 3:1 to 4:11 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “ The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories” 





A PERSONAL DEVIL 


).Peter $:8.. 





~ oe 2. 
~ Ps. 37: Ye eat 


(Let Mth 


au 6 Ory 










Suggestions for Using Little Jetts in Class 

Aim to impress upon your pupils four vital 
truths. 

First: The devil is a person, although in- 
visible, and is far more powerful than any 
mere human. 

Second: He is presént in every circumstance 
of life with the definite purpose of working 
disaster, with all subtlety and cleverness. 

Third: With all his marvelous skill he 
sought to tempt our Lord and was defeated 
by the Word of his power. 

Fourth: Though we ourselves are weaker 
than the devil and not half so clever, we 
too can defeat him Sy using the same weapon 


our Lerd used —the sword of the Spirit, the 


Word of God. 

The scenes 1 to 7 are merely suggestive. 
Let them serve to start your pupils naming 
the different sins Satan chooses to tempt 
them with. Select passages of Scripture to 
meet each temptation. The devil cannot 
withstand Scripture. 








THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


Every Son.—This is my beloved Son, 
in whom I am well pleased (v. 17). 
When you are baptized into the church 
the same Son of God is well pleased in 
you. Any father is pleased to have his 
son start life right. One of the saddest 
sights in Coatesville is the young man 
‘in whom a loving father can take no 
pleasure. Many a father sits broken- 
hearted to-day because that lovely little 
boy who used to be thé joy of his 
home, — and his yest and recreation after 
a hard day’s battle with the world, — 
has disappointed all his hopes and plans. 
There is, on the other hand, no more 
inspiring sight than to see the splendid 
manly son busy about his father’s busi- 
ness, and in the church with that father, 
some day to take his place as a church 
officer. hy, then, does not every Chris- 
tian father have his son with him in 
business and in church, so that he can 
always say, My son, in whom I'am well 
pleased? (Prov. 22:6, marg.; Eph. 6: 
4.) I have just been very much enter- 
tained by seeing some trained rats and 
cats performing together. How did the 
woman trainer succeed in making a dif- 
ferent kind of cat and a different kind 
of rat? How, think you, was the boy 
Jesus trained at home? Did Joseph and 
Mary*“just let him run”? Or were in- 
finite pains taken with such a precious 
boy? Why, then, is not every little shaver 
of a boy the most precious thing in the 
household, to be lovingly looked after? 
But is he —%mostly? 


The Scriptures.—To be tempted of the 
devil (4:1). In the old Midway days we 
tied an eel-skin around our leg to fool 
old Mr. Cramp. We put pennyroyal 
around our waist to fool old Mr. Black- 
berry Tick. We ‘put a cabbage leaf in 
the straw hat to fool old Mr. Sun 
Stroke. Jesus’ parents had given him 
something to fool old Mir. Devil. The 
same devil was laying for us Midway 
boys, just as surely as were Cramp, Tick, 
and: Stroke. Mr. Devil got lots of Mid- 
way boys, too. But he got mighty few 
Sunday-school boys. I cannot just now 
think of gny he got for keeps — although 
he had his claws on once. There is 
no eel-skin or herb tke the Scriptures 
to take care of a fellow. Alas, that so 
many Christians do not know them. This 
from the funny column: French Sentry. 
—‘Halt! Who goes there?” Voice.— 
“America.” French Sentry.—“Advance 
and recite the Stag Spangled Banner.” 
V oice.—“I don’t know it.” French Sentry. 
—-“Proceed, America!” We Christians 
can get away with the first verse of 
John 14,-Psalm 103, 1 Corinthians 13, and 
some more, but how many members of 
your church can recite the great songs 
of Christendom? “Let me write the 
songs of a nation, and I care not who 
write the laws,” said Berlanger. When 
we get the words of God into our souls 
so we can “sing” we are armed like a 
tank against our enemy, the devil. In the 
Sunday-school with which I am con- 


‘nected our specialty is the Word of God. 


We read it in school and at home, we 

commit it to memory, and we give it 

the first and only place. And if you 

want to see “a hummin’ school,” drop in 

some day (Eph. 6:17; Isa. 55: 10, 11). 
CoATESVILLE, Pa. 


ye 
The Illustration Round-Table 


LLYUSTRATIONS must reach The Sunday 

School Times-three full months in advance 

of the date of the lesson. If comsings later 
they mer not be considered at all. io not 
submit illustrations without first seevring a 
circular that explains the acceptance of ma- 
terial, and the year’s lesson calendar, which 
will be sent for five cents in stamps. All read- 
ers are invited to assist in the conduct of 
this department. One dollar is offered for 
every anecdotal lesson illustration used, and 
two dollars for the best one each week. 

Illustrations on other verses than the 
Golden Text are spécially desired, and will 
stand a better ch of pt than 
illustrations on the Golden Text. 

Short illustrations, of from 75 to 150 words, 
are greatly preferred. They will be accepted 
ahead of longer ones equally good. 


Prayer Not to be “Tested.”—If. thou 
art the Son of God, cast thyself down 
(4:6). Professor Tyndall, in the in- 
terest of a scientific skepticism, once 

(Continued on the next page) 

















$5 a day 


To feed a man on chicken 


20c a day 


Feeds him on Quaker Oats 


Food is measured by calories, the energy unit. The average indoor man needs 


3,000 calories daily. 


In chicken those 3,000 calories would cost about $5. 


$1.80. 


grows. 


In Quaker Oats they cost but 20 cents, 


Think of that difference, then remember that oats is the greatest food that 
It is almost a complete food, nearly the ideal food. As a body-builder and 


a vim-food it has for ages he]d a unique place. 
If Quaker Oats cost ten times other foods you could not afford to omit it. 
the other foods cost ten-times Quaker Oats, 


Price per serving 





Quaker Oats 
1c per dish 


Two Eggs 
8 cents 


Note the cost per serving. These other servings cost 8 to 14 times a dish of Quaker Oats. 





One Chop 
12 cents 





Bacon and Eggs 
14 cents 


And no meat dish compgres with oats in balance and nutrition. 


Start the day on Quaker Oats. It may save 90% on the Yreakfast, It is rich in elemen\ 


which everybody needs. 


Based on prices at this writing, other necessary foods cost about as follows, measured by 


calory value. 





Average meats... .-. 
Average 

Hen’s Eggs 
Vegetables 





Cost per 1,000 caloried 
Quaker Oats. ...... 





just the rich, plump, 
nies 3 Othe pounds from a Seay 
+ one ame 5c 
ore mae oe 
» Se oak . over seas to get it. 
_ llc to 75¢ without extra price. 





Qu 


Packed in sealed round packages with removable cover 


aker Oats 


Extra-Flavory Flakes 


This brand is flaked from oom ge only— 
e get but ten 


This exquisite flavor has made Quaker Oats the 
leading brand all the world over. 













































































In chops or eggs about 


But 


Serving Fi 
8 cents 





flavory oats. 
l, 


Milkions send 
You can get it for the asking, 
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Are You 
Entirely 
Satisfied? 


With your song book? 


F you realize the possibilities of 
fine music in your services an 
have been striving to secure a 

book of dignified, yet popular selec- 
tions, instead 6tthe loose-jointed, 
ragtime pieces found in most song 


books 


The Book 
You Need is 


Alleluia 


205,000 COPIES SOLD 








it contains more than 
THREE HUNDRED HYMNS AND TUNES 
with Chants for the Lord’s Prayer 
The Ten Commandments and 


The Apostles’ Creed 
FESPQNSI VE READINGS, 


It is the book secular as well as 
Sunday schools, large and small, 
representing 2 | denominations, have 
bought, and Alleluia is now being 
used in 47 states and 6 foreign 
countries. 

Substantially bound in cloth, 

single copies, 65 cents, poste 

paid; $50.00 a hundred, car- 


riage extra. 


Be sure to see ALLELUIA before you 
make your selection. Request an exami- 
nation copy. 


The Presbyterian Board of Publication 


(The Westminster Press) 
Headquarters: PHILADELPHIA, Witherspoon Bldg. 


New York, 156 Fifth Ave. Nashville, 711 Churcit St. 
Chicago, 125 N. Wabash Ave. St. Louis, 411 N. Tenth St. 
Cincinnati, 420 Elm St. San Francisco, 278 Pest St. 
Atlanta (Colored), 200 Auburn Ave. 
Pittsburgh, Granite Bidg., Sixth Ave. and Weod St. 
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The Illustration Round -Table 


( Continued from the preceding page) 


made a proposal to the religious world. 
He offered to subject the question of 
eetver value to the test of experiment. 

€ proposed to have two,hospitals, each 
filled with sick people, the one the sub- 
ject of prayer, the other not. If the one 
for which prayer was made turned out 
more convalescents than the’ other, it 
would be in favor of the Christian doc- 
trine; if not, it would show the value- 
lessness of the whole. process. Until I 
heard Professor Tyndall’s proposal I 
never understood the meaning of the 
second temptation recorded by Matthew. 
The cases are almost identical. The 
tempter says to Jesus, “You can put the 
power of your faith to the_test of a 
public experiment. Throw yourself from 
the heights before the eyes of the crowd, 
and let-them see whether God will or 
will not keep his promise.” In both cases 
a negative result was expected. And it 
was right to expect. such a result, but 
not on the ground that the promise to 
answer is a delusion: the truth is, neither 
the hospital test nor the pinnacle test 
gave room for any prayer at all. It was 
not prayer for divine care, but an experi- 
ment on God. You can experiment with 
wireless telegraphy without reference to 
the message, but not with prayer. The 
rayer is the message. Not the word, 
ut the wish; not the sound, but the 
sympathy ; not the kneeling, but the need, 
makes mine a prayer.—From George 
Matheson. Sent by Mary E. Watson, 
Hartford, Conn. (1) 


Recognizing Evil’s Approach.—Then 
saith Jesus, unto him, Get thee hence, 
Satan (v. 10). I read a most sugges- 
tive thing the other day. A great men- 
agerie had been sold. There was a good 
deal of straw that had been at one time 
or other used as a temporary bedding 
for the wild beasts. That straw was 
bought by a man who owned a livery 
stable.’ When he put the straw on which 
a lion~had couched into the stalls, the 
horses, though they had never seen a 
lion in their lives, were uneasy and rest- 
less, and would not go into their stalls. 
It was an instinctive dread of the enemy. 
So if we are wholly given over to do 
right and ofily right, we shall have a 
divine instinct which will warn us of the 
presence of evil—Fxrom the Expositor. 
Sent by Juniata Rohrback, Washington, 


When We Have to Argue?—Get thee 
hence, Satan (v. 10). “I decided not to 
go into it,” announced the one who had 
been invited to engage in a doubtful en- 
terprise. “When I tried to decide in 
favor of it, I found that I had to argue 
with myself. When that happens, I al- 
ways think it best to give a thing up,” 
he explained—From the Presbyterian 
Record. Sent by Walter S. Reive, 
Churchill, Ont. 


How to Believe in the Devil.—Get 
thee hence, Satan (v. 10). D. W. Whittle 
tells of a man who came to Mr. Finney 
and said: “I don’t believe in the existence 
of a devil.” “Don’t you?” said the old 
man. “Well, you resist him for a while, 
and you will believe in it.”"—Sent by 
Mary E, Watson, Hartford, Conn. 


se 
From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Lord Jesus, 
thou art the tempted Christ.e And we turn 
to thee in gratitude for thy loving under- 
standing of what temptation means in our 
lives. We thank thee that thou art the 
way out, and thou art the victory; and we 
rejoice not in our own strength but-in thy 
grace and power. May our fellowship with 
thee be so unbroken and unclouded that we 
shall consciously walk with thee through 
sunshine and shadow, knowing that wherever 
thou art is the light, and with thee there 
is grace sufficient for our every need. We 
thank thee for thy sufficiency, and praise 
thy name to-day for all that thou art to 
us. Amen. 

After the Lesson.—Satan is a_great 
maker of bargains. But you must watch 
his “if” every time. How many times 
in this lesson did he propose “if” to 
our Lord? Yes, three times. Twice 
his “if” questioned the sonship of Jesus 
as the Son of God, and his third “if” 
proposed that Jesus should step down 
from the place that God had given him. 





What a black and heavy cloud of mis- 
erable doubt Satan would throw around 
the re fact of Christ as the Son of 
God! How skilfully Satan tries to lure us 
away from Christ, and to confusé us by 
his constant “ifs’! You have noticed 
to-day how gay and directly Jesus 
answers Satan in this great lesson. And 
the dear Lord’s grace is wholly sufficient 
for us as our answer to Satan’s testings 
in the every-day. temptations that come 
to us, or in the times that we think of 
as great crises. Satan’s bargains are 
always traps, and yet they can be made 
to look so attractive! They are like the 
pits in which wild anjmals are trapped, 
when the bait is placed ‘upon what looks 
like an area of good forest floor, but 
underneath which is the deep pit. Shall 
we not rest trustingly in Him who knows 
our temptations and meets them for us 
so lovingly and completely if we will 
only ki him? Will the pastor lead us 
in prayer? 


HE jerrs (UR TESTINGS 


TRUST HIM! 














Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


“Holy, Holy, Holy is the Lord.” 
“Safely through another week.” 
“May Jesus Christ be praised.” 
“In the hour of trial.” 
“Tell me the story of Jesus.” 
“More like the Master.” 
“Day is dying in the west.” 
(References in parentheses are to the met- 
rical Psalm Book set to music, including 
also some other parts of Scripture, “Bible 
Songs No. 4. published by United Presby- 
terian Board of Publication, Pittsburgh, Pa.) 
Psalm 4: 1-8 (7 : 1-3). 
Psalm 34: 1-22 (79 : 1-3). 
Psalm 119 : 9-16 (239 : 1-3). 
Psalm 112: 1-10 (224 : 1-4). 
Psalm 86:1-17 (172 : 1-3). . 





[ Department Helps 


SEPTEMBER 25, 1920 





Are You Looking for a “Safe” Investment ? 


ASSURED 
INCOME 
BONDS. 


ISSUED BY THE 
American Sunday-School Union 


are SAFE and SATISFYING 


-_-4 


They are profitable while you live and use- 


ful when you are gone. 


_ business proposition. 

They afford absolute security.“ 

The income is always paid promptly. 

The yield a higher income than ordinary 
s. 

They never fluctuete or default. 

They may be purchased by persons of any age. 

They require no medical examination. 

They make provision for old age. 

They avoid the cost of settling estates. 

They make you your own executor. 

There are no commissions to pay. 

They put money otherwise idle to the best use. 

They make a perpetual investment. 

Assured Income Bonds create peace of mind. 





For further information about the several 
kinds of Assured Income Bonds, write to 


JOHN E. STEVENSON, Treasurer 


American Sunday-School Union 
1816 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 











The Primary Teacher - 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


ESSON TEAcHING.—Jesus is the Son 
of God. 


Review—God’s angel told Mary that 
her baby boy should be named Jesus, 
and that he was the Son of God. A 
few people heard about him when he 
was a baby. Wise-men traveled from 
far to worship him and offer him gifts. 
(Recall briefly that story.) 


Note—The sandboard, a picture, or 
blackboard sketch may be used to illus- 
trate the occasion when Jesus was an- 
nounced as God’s Son. 


Lesson Story—By the river Jordan a 
apeaes man preached to people, some 
of whom had come a long way to hear 
him. He was dressed in strange clothes, 
for he wore a rough robe or coat made 
of camel’s hair, with a leather belt or 
girdle. He ate the food which grew 
wild among the rocks and trees where 
he lived. His voice called many people 
to hear this message: Repent, he sorry 
for -your sins, the kingdom of 
heaven is at hand. 


People wondered what he meant. 
Sometimes he said, One is coming who 
is mightier than I am. They wondered 
whe that one might be. The name of 
the strange preacher was John, called the 
Baptist because he baptized some who 
heard him and were sorry for their sins. 

People did not know that John the 
Baptist had a. cousin, Jesus, just a little 
younger, who had been growing up 
quietly in the town of Nazareth in the 
hill country of. Galilee. 

One day Jesus started from Galilee on 
a journey along by the Jordan until he 
drew near to the place where his~ cousin 
John was preaching. Jesus appeared 
among the people who were listening to 
John the Baptist and asked to be bap- 
tized by John, who answered, I have 
need to be baptized of you, and do you 
come to me? Jesus said, I warit you to 

( Continued om the nex: page } 
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THE RIGHT WAY TO 
ADVERTISE YOUR CHURCH 


and the Reli,*.n of Jesus Christ is to publish the 
** Sword of the Spirit, which is the Word of God.” 
Artistic posters 21 feet 9 inches by 9 feet 4 inches, 
with Scripture texts, $2.50 each. Posters with 
a different text each month. Write for miniatures. 
Posters now ready. Count the pedple passing 
your church who would read a poster. 

Free Religious Feature Service for newspapers 
with space for church notices, The matrixes for 
this service will be furnished free to any news- 
peper that will publish them every Saturday. 

ize 4°columns wide by twelve inches deep. Write 
for copy. Count the columns given to re:fgious 
news in your daily <o for a week, and compare 
with politics, sports, finance, advertisements. 

Liberal contributions have made it possible to 
reduce the price of posters and offer newspaper 
service free. 


RELIGIOUS ADVERTISING ASSOCIATION 
J. B. Sprtiman, Manager. Columbia, S, C. 


-METHODS- 


hurch By 
of Church wan JAMES Cit 

















School Cloth, $1.00 net 
e qa. C. Pearce, Internat’i S. S. 
Admin- Assn, says: “‘Arich store- 
—_— house 4 anaes. bene =e 
© 2 nday-schools forward wi 
istration mighty strides.” , 


Endorsed by Marion Sawrancs, Prof. Athearn, and others 
F. H. REVELL CO.,158 Sth Ave., N.Y. 17 N. Wabash Ave.,Chicage 














_ BECAUSE P 


They are not an experiment, but a long-tried 


PREACHERS AND TEACHERS, . 


A LABOR-SAVING TOOL 


Indexes and Files Almost Automatically 
**There is nothing to compare with it."’"— Dr. Gi Thomas 
“An invalble tool,"— The Sundag School Pies <a 
wp reat helo, Sit cata reserve.” — 7 he Continent. 
Send for circulars, or the Index itself on approval. 
WILSON INDEX CO., Box A, East Haddam, Connecticut. 


SCIENTIFIC HOMILETICS 


The Sermon Makers Manual, er Scripture Expo- 
sition and for Sermon Construction, scientific guide 
for preparation and for delivery, real Method for 

reacher and teacher, same as Arithmetic to the 
Mathematician, of morefpractical service in making the 





sermon than a coflege course. ndre 
in many Lands. Given sami in Correspondence 
Course in five books. For full information, address 


G. S. Anderson, Selma, Alabama 





Hundreds of Students “ 
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for October 10 


Lesson 
Matthew 3:1 to 4:11 


(Continued fuom the preceding page.) 


baptize me, so John consented, Then a 
voice from heaven said, This is my be- 
loved Son, in whom I am well pleased. 

Right away Jesus had to prove whether 
he would choose to please his Heavenly 
Father, for he went away among the 
rocks and hills to think about the work 
he had to do. The tempter found him 
there, and tried three times to persuade 
gy to do things which would not please 

is Heavenly Father. The tempter asked 
esus to turn stones into bread when 
e was hungry and to cast himself down 
from a high place, #f he were God’s 
Son, and to fall down and worship the 
tempter, who was the devil. _ 

Each ae see answered with a verse 
from God’s Word, until the tempter left 
him and God’s angel came‘to strengthen 
and help him, 

After that, Jesus went about to hel 
people in all the ways that were well 
pleasing to his Heavenly Father. 

After the Story—Every child may try 
day by day to please the Heavenly 
Father, by doing the things which please 
father and mother and those with whom 
they live. When Margery takes care of 
baby brother without grumbling, when 
Harry sweeps the walks without fuss- 
ing, when Anna wipes the dishes cheer- 
fully, when Bert remembers to feed the 
chickens, without being told, all these 
things which help others are well pleas- 
ing to the Heavenly Father, whose Spirit 
is always ready to help every child to 
do right. Sing “There is a Holy Dove.” 


Peoria, Itt. 


My Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
The first acts of the King in establish- 
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should be ready to-day for a new entry, 
as suggested above. Let us come to this 
lesson not so much to get the facts 
therein as to get those facts in relation 
to the Kingdom of which Matthew wrote 
and, as always in any study of God’s 
Book, those facts in relation to our own 
lives, (1) 

1. Except for Luké@s story of the 
twelve peered Boy who “must be about 
his Father’s business,” Jesus’ baptism and 
temptation are his initial acts as far as 
the inspired record tells us of his life. 
Over the doings of his babyhood he 
had no control, nor indeed after that 
twelfth birthday, for Luke tells us that 
after that “he went down to Nazareth 
with his parents and was subject unto 
them” until he was about thirty years 
of age, when he began to teach, imme- 
quasely after his baptism by John in Jor- 

an. ~ 

Of course this is speaking of his life 
from the viewpoint of his humanity, not 
what he could have done had he chosen. 
But he deliberately chose to be baptized 
when and where and as he was as his 
first public act. And he himself gives 
us, as he gave the astonished and pro- 
testing John, the reason for it in these 
words: “Let it be so on this occasion, 
for so we ought to fulfill every religious 
duty” (Weymouth). Obedience then 
to God’s way and order—this was the 
very foundation stone of his life, even 
as King of the greatest kingdom ever 
set up. And upon such loyal obedience 
God pronounced an immediate approval, 
saying, “This is my Son, the dearly loved, 
in whom is my delight” (Weymouth). 

You and I might be able to give some 
very good reasons, apparently, why Jesus 
did not at all need to be baptized; in- 
deed we can argue that it would surely 
be misunderstood, enlookers thinking 
that he was thereby confessing and re- 
penting of such sins as John had been 
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The Bowery Mission. 
Needs Your Help 


For 41 years, the Bowery Mission has worked to establish 





rebuking in his hearers. But he, know- 
ing it was his Father’s will, obeyed. 


2. It was just a very young girl who 
once ‘gave the writer this answer to 
the question, “How can you explain this 
temptation of Jesus upon the very heels 
of his perfect obedience and God’s spoken 
commendation, before he had. started 
upon his work?” 

“Why,” replied the girl quickly, “it 
is always when we have just done some- 

( Continued on the next page) 


The Lesson ‘Cartoon for This Week 


ing his Kingdom: 
1, Obedien@e to Divine law — baptism. 


2. Power over sin in his own life— 
resisting Satan in his temptation. 


the Kingdom ot God in the.densely crowded Bowery section 
of New York—where thousands of homeless men are packed 
together, while on both sides are dense masses of immigrant 
population. The Bowery Mission is an all-the-year-round 
power for good. 











HE new note-books on “The Gospel 

of the Kingdom, according to Mat- 
thew,” beginning with the skeleton out- 
line of Bible history by which we have 
“found our place” for these new les- 
sons, with the account of the Baby King 
receiving his first visitors and gifts, 


Has saved 35,000 men 
The Bowery Mission Brother- 
hood has now over 35,000 mem- 
bers whom it has saved. 


In the building pictured above, 
two religious meetings are held 
every week night of the year, with 
Jour meetings every Sunday. 








The Bowery Mission Free Labor 
Bureau is in operation every week- 
day helping its men to permanent 
livelihoods, 









In addition, the men of the Bow- 
ery Mission are helped by concerts, 
board of education lectures, classes 
in Bible study, good citizenship, 
patriotic rallies, motion picture en- — 
tertainments, etc. 


The Clinic of Narcotic Drug 
Control is helping drug addicts 
every day. 





The Mission is entirely dependent upon voluntary 
contributions for its support. The overhead expenses 
such as rent, lighting, etc., are necessarily heavy. The 
salary lists and incidentals are kept down at a very 
rigid minimum. Nota cent is wasted in administrative 
expense. Will you not help in this truiy beneficent work ? 


“Hoth God sai 
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The Bowery Mission 
y care The Christian Herald 
102 Bible House, New York City 
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Enclosed is $............... toward the work of The Bowery Mission. 
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My Class of Girls 


(Continued from the preceding page) 


thing good that we are tempted to do 
something bad. I guess Satan thinks 
we are not watching then, and it is a 
ood time to. catch us unawares. And 
ides, how could Jesus go out and offer 
to | other people with temptation if 
he had never met any himself? He had 
to be sure he was stronger than the 
devil before he could help other people 
overcome him.” (2) ‘ 

Satan might return, as we know 
that he did, but never after this three- 
fold resistance to his subtlest attacks 
could he come with conquering power. 
And never, after those awful forty days 
and nights (they are not specified for 
nought! Our yous people know the 
double power of a temptation over one’s 
night thoughts!) could any struggling 
soul cry to him, “Oh, but you don't 
know anything about my temptation!” 
Remind your young.girls of his youth 
at this very time, — yotith feels the keen- 
est edge of appetite, pride, and ambition 
—as well as of his method of resisting, 
his complete dependence upon God 
through his recorded Word. Do we 
“ad that Word well enough so to use 
it . 

Home Study 

Read Matthew 3 and 4, noting the re- 
peated fulfilments of Old Testament 
prophecy, and Matthew’s emphasis upon 
this. Note in your note-books Jesus’ 
use of Deuteronomy in his replies to 
Satan. 


ATLANTA, GA. 








HE choice of more than 75 

Churches and Sunday Schools in 
our home city and county has been 
Weaver made pianos. 

This endorsement by our home 
folks combined with the praise of the 
World's Leading Musicians can safely 
guide your choice to the Weaver. 

Write for catalogue and full par- 
ticulars, “3 








Weaver Piano Co., Inc. 
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Che Sanday School Times 


Philadelphia, September 25, 1920 


Subscription Rates 


(NOTE THE NEW RATES) 


The Sunday School Times is pub- 
lished weekly at the following rates, pay- 
able in advance, for either old or new 
subscribers, in the United States and 
Possessions, Canada, Mexico, Cuba, and 
Shanghai, China. These rates include 
postage, ; 
$1 50 Five or more copies, either to 

* separate. addresses or in a 
package, to one address, $1.50 each, per 
year. 
$2 00 One copy, or any number of 

e copies less than five, $2 each, 
per copy. One copy, five years, $8 

In recognition of the club organizer's 
aid one subscription additional is allowed 
for every ten paid for in a club. 


The Sunday School Times Co., Publishers, 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
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Say, Fellows— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 

Beginning: Suppose you were invis- 
ible. 

Discussion: Wien does temptation 
errs a blessing? How? Why? How 

r should we permit ourselves to be 
tempted? Is it cowardly or wise to turn 
awa~ from a temptation? : 

Objective: To imitate Jesus’ method in 
overcoming temptation. 














AY, fellows, have you ever thought 

what a fight you could put up if you 
were invisible? Why, you could, walk 
right up in front of a fellow and smash 
his nose or knock him down before he 
could put up his guard or smash back 
—and even then he couldn’t. see you 
to hit you. Of course that would be 
a cowardly thing to do, but I’m just 
saying “Suppose.” And this is to in- 
troduce right here your arch enemy, the 
devil, who is not a “suppose” at-all, but 
is very real, very personal, and very in- 
ees = eae present and ready to 
do his cowardly, dirty work. (1) 

Somebody said people are like a lot 
of safes, e may be generally of the 
same pattern, but each has a different 
combination. Perhaps none of us knows 
the combination to any but our own, 
but the devil carries them all in his note- 
book, and he never makes the mistake 
of trying,to throw a fellow with a 
drink when his combination is a cigar- 
ette, or vice versa. (2) 

The devil’s finger is in all our affairs, 
and we can keep nothing secret from 
him. No matter what we try to do, he 
is ever present to. try to make us do 
it his way. Even when we worship God, 
or pray, or sing, he has the audacity 
to try to make pupuertions. You 
think the Wright brothers were clever 
to -“conquer the air,” and they were; 
but the devil has won the title of “Prince 
of the power of the air’! His airplane 
is instantaneous and noiseless; he re- 

uires no special landing field, but can 
light on the lobe of your ear with a 
precision. that is poy ey There are 
three points scored on the Wrights in one 
breath, and there are many others. (3) 

The devil has won victories over the 
best men we can think of. Oh, how he 
got David, and spoiled a wonderful rec- 
ord being made by the “man after God’s 
own heart.” All in a trice he tripped 
David and. led him to break six of the 
ten Commandments at once—five to 
ten inclusive! And he got Moses for a 
bad fall, and Elijah and Abraham and 
Jacob. He simply crept up unseen and 
caught them with their guards down. 

But in spite of the fact that he took 
a fall out of each of those strong and 
saintly characters, he met his match and 
more than his match when he tackled 
our Saviour. He made the strongest at- 
tack that could have been made, but 
Jesus overthrew him and put him to 
flight, and the big news in to-day’s les- 
son is that there is a way for you and 
me to throw this fellow down. Simple 
enough, if you are on your guard. Did 
you notice how Jesus handled him? He 
quoted Scripture to him. Scripture to 
the devil is just like salt on a snail. 
He can’t stand it. @) 

Jesus used God’s Word, and that is in- 
vincible even against the devil, our 
mightiest foe. Go into your Bible and 
select an assortment of devil-chasers. 
Memorize them and have them ready 
for instant use. Like David, choose five 
smooth stones from the “Brook” and 
put them in your scrip; then you will 
be ready for this giant, who stalks 
abroad as a roaring lion seeking whom 
he may devour. Only, he doesn’t roar: 
he is noiseless and invisible — don’t for- 
get that. 


Home Study for Next Week’s Lesson 
Read Matthew 4:12-25. 
What was the theme of Jesus’ pseach- 
ing? 
Whom did Jesus call to follow him? 
What was their occupation? 


What did he propose for them to do 
as his followers? How does a man 
fish for men? Why should he? 
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profit by-a change to 
INSTANT POSTUM 


Its pleasing flavor, ease of 
preparation, healthfulness) 
and practical economy com: 
mend thisitable beverage. 
Sold in 50 and 100 cup tins. 
A purchase from your grocer 


“There’s:a Reason” 
Made by Postum Cereal Co, Inc, Battle Creek, Mich. 
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Where Did We 
Get the Bible? 


TALKS ON THE BIBLE — No. 1———— 


When was it written ? 
Who wrote it? 


When did it first appear in the Eng- 
lish language ? 

Why was the name Jehovah omitted 
in the King James Version? 


Why was it necessary to make a re- 
vision of the Bible ? 

















"= All these questions and dozens more of interest 
to you are answered in Zhe Wonderful Story. Write to-day for it to 


THOMAS NELSON & SONS 


Authorized Publishers American Standard Bible 
381-A FOURTH AVENUE, - NEW YORK CITY 


The American Standard Bible text is used in 75 per cent of all 
Sunday School periodicals because it is recognized as the most 
accurate version that has ever been produced. 


The American Standard Bible 
text is used by over 13,000,- 
000 Sunday School schglars 
to study their lessons from. 


They realize that they can- 
not procure a more reliable 
version of the Scriptures. 





feseeseeeeesseeeeeeeeeeeeun 





Thomas Nelson & Sons 
381-A Fourth Ave., New York City 


DEAR Sirs :—Kindly send me a FREE copy 
of your book entitled ‘‘ The Wonderful Story.” 
This does not obligate me in any way. 


EE 6.5 4 pce 626 & ¥.0> 9s 
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Lesson fer October 10 % 
Matthew 3:1 te 4:13 


AGuidetoBible Study 


SYSTEMATIC course of graded lessons 

from Genesis to Revelation, the Bible itself 

ing the object of otuey, Suitable for use in 

Sunday School Classes, Adult Bible Classes, the 

Home Department, ¥Y.M.C.A. and Y.W.C.A. 

capes, Schools and Colleges, and in Personal 
Study. 


Consecutive Study of the Entire Bible 

The Sunday School Times: “ Rings true to 
the inspired Word of God.” : 

Christian Endeavor World: “A very practi- 
cal and helpful work.”’ 

Hl Watchman-Examiner : “ immensely valuable 
for the family study of God’s Word.” 

Jenior Course (Parts 1-3, in one vol.), cloth, $1.75 

Advanced Course (Parts 4-7, in one vol.), cloth, 2,00 

Separate parts, paper, each §0c 


7 unior {Part 1z—Genesis to Ruth. 
— “* g—1 Samuel to Nehemiah. 
“* 3—The Gospels and The Acts. 
Part 4—Genesis to 2 Samuel. 
“ s—z Kings to Nehemiah (por- 
tions of nine prophetical 
‘ s). 
“ 6—Life of Crist. 
“ q—The Acts and the Epistles. 
At all Booksellers, or from 
OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS American Branch 
35 West 32d Street, New York . 


Advanced 
Course 




















Fundamental Truths 
Sound Doctrine 
Spiritual — plain— practical 


’ Best of all, Jesus Christ is made more real in the 
s lessons of our 
BIBLE COMMENTARY COURSB 
By the late Dr. A. B. Simpson. 

M. M., of Pa., wrote us Augdst 26th: ‘‘En- 
closed you will find $5.00 for which I will en- 
roll for the Second Year of A. B. Simpson’s 
Bible Commentary Course. I enjoyed, and am 
still feasting on the First Year’s Course. They 

re certainly helpful, uplifting and instructive.” 

updreds of others give similar testimony. You 
will’enjoy them too. Enroll today. 
Enrollment Fee, $5. Examination Fee, $2 


THE NYACK CORRESPONDENCE BIBLE SCHOOL 
Atrrep C. Sngap, Sec’y 
NYACK, N. Y. 
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YOUNG WOMEN 


Train for Christian Work! 
Good Positions! Good Salaries! 


Some scholarships are available. Apply at 
once. Correspondencé invited. Catalogue 
and particulars on application, Write to 
Rev. W. H. Waygood. 


Philadelphia School for Christian Workers of the 
Presbyterian and Reformed Churches 
Deaconess House, 1122 Spruce Street 
Philadelphia, Pa. 

REV. yé. H. ROBERTS, D. D,.. . Pres. 
MRS. WM. L. McLEAN ,. . , Vice-Pres. 
MR. SAMUEL T. KERR... . « Sec’y. 
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Scofield Reference Bible 


NEW AND IMPROVED EDITION 
Equals a Course in Bible Study 
Order by number from any Scofield Bible Price Li 
BIBLES SENT ANYWHERE POST-PAID. 
OUR EXCLUSIVE OFFER 


$1.00 down and $1.00 per month 


Send for Catalogue. Agents Wanted 
Edecational Society 427 S. Dearborn St, Chi 


<= PRAYER 
By Edward M. Bounds 
The author of ‘Power through Prayer,” 
American preacher, has attained a great vogue 
in Britain as a devotional writer of unusual help- 
fulness. His new book is packed witb rare inspira- 
tion and wonderful! incidents that will endear the 


author at once to Chistian men and women 
everywhere. Net $1.25 


F. H. REVELL C0.,158 Sth Ave.,N.Y.; 17 N.Wabask Ave.,Chicago 




















Asimple, practical,supple- 
mentary set of Hand Work 
to be used with theINTER- 
NATIONAL GRADED 
LESSONS for Beginners 
and Primary grades. Some- 
thing for the child to do 
every Sunday in the year. 
The euatertal for the , child 
is ALL prepared. 
Teacher’s Handbook. 


Send stamp for Specimen 
Pages. 


MILLER PUBLISHING CO., Salamanca, N. Y. 
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How Music May Atmosphere 
the Lesson 


By Augustus Hugo 
Assistant Superintendent of Park United 
Presbyterian Sunday-School, Philadelphia 


| 


[5 YOU should walk through a garden 
in June, you would undoubtedly know 
if there were any roses in bloom, be- 
cause the atmosphere would be Jaden with 
their perfume. Thus, in the same sense, 
musie will atmosphere the lesson. It 
might also be said that music in the Sun- 
wp-enene is food for the soul. 

n olden times, when David wrote his 
wonderful “Book of Psalms,” such as 
the Twenty-third) Seventy-fifth, Ninety- 
sixth, One hundredth, or One hundred 
and twenty-first, the children of Israel 
sang them in the services in their beau- 
tiful temple. These songs have stood the 
test of time, for we find the same words, 
set to different tunes, in almost every 
church hymnal and Sunday-school song 
book to-day, although the ways used 
then to render the music differed from 
modern methods. There are certain 
factors, essential for good singing, which 
influence the lesson. They are: the 
proper selection of hymns, a good leader, 
competent musicians, and willing singers. 

Great care should be taken by the su- 
perintendent or leader in selecting hymns 
which are adapted to the lesson and the 
part of the service in which they are to be 
rendered; for instance, the opening se- 
lection should be a xood live marching 
hymn, as this is the hardest time to se- 
cure attention and good singing. The 
second selection should be a prayer hymn, 
as it usually precedes the prayer; a fa- 
vorite could be used next, or a hymn in 
which the boys and girls take separate 
parts either in the verse or in the chorus. 
This: precedes the Scripture reading, 
‘which is followed by the lesson period. 
The Sunday School Times prints a num- 
ber of selected hymns in each issue 
which can always be relied upon to be 
uplifting, reverent, and suitable for that 
day’s lesson, 

The next essential is a good leader, 
for so much depends upon the proper 
teaching and leading of the music in the 
Sunday-school, as this is the place to 
train our young people to sing the songs 
used in our worship. ©The leader should 
be a true, devout Christian, and should 
have sufficient musical education to 
know ,what to select and how to lead. 
By this I mean that he should be able to 
sing and encourage the school to sing by 
his cheery manner and earnestness. orhe 
leader should always be ready with a 
special hymn to suit an occasion which 
may come up suddenly, such as a special 
celebration or the like. 

The musicians are either a great help 
or a great hinfrarice to the ren- 
dering of good music. The musi- 
cians should be able to play any piece 
in the book in the time it is written, for 
nothing can be more detrimental to a 
good, lively piece than dragging it. A 
piano and cornet are suitable instruments 
for school singing, and, if possible, a 
violin, trombone, and flute. These addi- 
tional instruments come in very handy 
when part singing is requested, as they 
aid the different parts considerably. 

Lastly, the Sunday-school that does 
not sing, and sing heartily, is missing 
one of the biggest elements for a suc- 
cessful school, and any school that cuts 
down ‘on its music is jeopardizing its 
own existence. By all means keep 
on singing! Everybody loves singing, 
but the secret is to get everybody to sing- 
ing by using the methods here mentioned. 




















As the roses would be incomplete} 


without the perfume, so the lesson needs 
good singing to complete it, or rather to 
bring the school into a frame of mind to 
receive it. 
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LAY UP FOR YOURSELVES Would you love to 


have your own Na- 
TREASURES IN HEAVEN tive Trained Mis- 
sionary? and sup- 
port him for $1.20 a week ? Pray for him by Name? 
Have his report? Would you love to support one 
for some loved one ? for a memorial ? for the Lord 
Jesus ? Write REV. H.‘A. BARTON, Sec'y, Box E, 
473 Greene Ave.,Brooklyn, N.Y., for free literature. 
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arousing interest and drawing | ds to the Church, Sunda Y.M.C-AT affair 
Models for showing ther ddides or “one ‘on LA ng nd meg A= de MCAS with 
Mazda lamp, automatic and economical. 


the new nara 
For aging carvice make sure you get a Bausch & Lomb Balopticon, Let us send you interesting literature 
ens Price—$50 up 


BAUSCH & LOMB OPTICAL COMPANY 
527 St. Paul Street, Rochester, N. Y. 


7 Leading American Makers of Photographic Lenses, Microscopes, Projection Apparatus (Balop- 
£ ticons), Ophthalmic Lenses, Stereo-Prism Binoculars, Range Finders, Gun-Sights, 


specimens, etc: 


Searchlight Mirrors and other High-Grade Optical Products. 
. Combined Balopticon fer Lantern Slides and Opaque Objects, $1 


185.00. Other Models, $50 up. 
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What to Eat for Sure Success 


Did you know there is a food the daily eating of which, well masticated, 
insures your success in whatever sphere of service God assigns to you? 


It* was the 
secret of Mo- 
ses’ success,as 
it has been 
that of every 
truly success- 
ful man and 
woman who 
ever lived. 

This mar- 
velous food is 
ito be eaten as 
regularly as 
our common 
daily bread. 

Moses spoke 
of it thus: 
‘*Man shall 
not live by 
bread alone, 
but by every word that proceedeth out 
of the mouth of God shall man live.”— 
Deut. 8 : 3. 


eremiah said: ‘* Thy words were found 
and | did eat them and thy word was unto 
me the joy and rejoicing of mine heart.” 
— Jer. 15:16. 

‘* The ‘Lord aes unto Joshua” (Josh. 
1: 8)—*‘ This k of the law shall not 
depart out of thy mouth; but thou shalt 
meditate therein” (that’s the chewing) 
‘©% * ® for then thou shalt make thy way 
prosperous, and then thou shalt have good 
success.’” 

The apostle John said of Christ (John 
1:14)—‘‘And the Word was made 
flesh”; and Jesus said (Jofm 6:57) ‘I 
am the living bread which came dewn 
from Heaven: if any man eat of this 
bread he Shall live forever.” 


The whole Bible reveals Jesus, and 
Jesus is in the whole Bible; and he who 
feeds on the written Word feeds on the 
Lord from Heaven, partakes of His 
nature, His life, His grace, His wisdom, 
His power, and cannot fail to succeed 
because Christ can never fail. 


What a glorious, marvelous life-giving 
Word ! 

Do you want to know more about the 
written Word and the Living Ward? 


Just what we need at every‘turn of 
life’s road, in every emergency, for the 
daily toil, for every condition of spirit, 
mind and body, is embodied in this 
‘* Word of God, which liveth and abideth 
forever.” 


Do you want to explore the green 
pastures of Holy Writ, guided by Spirit- 
filled men of God who know them well ? 

This help you can have through the 


Correspondence Department of The Moody Bible 















D. L. MOODY 


Institute, which offers eight different 
courses by mail as follows: 


\ 
Synthetic Bible Study —a fascinating study of 
ey on of the whole Bible, “‘really in a class 

y itself.’” 


Practical Christian Work — for soul winners and 
workers in exceptional forms of Christian service. 


Bible Doctrine —a. biblical course in the great 
doctrines of the Christian faith; 


Bible Chapter Summary —a unique method of 
becoming aequainted with every chapter in the Bible. 


Introductory Bible Course — true to its name. 
Evangelism — nothing in modern evangelism over- 
looked. 


Christian Evidences — an old subject brought up 
to date. 


The Scofield Bible Correspondence Course — 
scholarly, comprehensive, tested for a quarter of a 
century,and taken already by ten thousand students, 


You will find that as you proceed with your 
studies your life will be wondrously enriched 
and blessed; your latent intellectual pewers 
will develop and expand; your stores of knowl- 
edge and wisdom increase; your vision and un- 
derstanding gloriously broaden. 

More than 6,000 persons of some 40 oc- 
cupations and nearly all ages and na- 
tionalities‘are now studying one or more of 
the Institute’s Correspondence Courses, 


Letters of warmest appreciation are con- 
stantly received from students. For 
example : 

** T am enclosing the last lesson of my course. As'I finish 


it I find no words to express my thanks for the help it 
has given me. 


** I have gained more real knowledge of the Bible and 
God in studying the one book (Genesis) as your course 
directs than I ever before gained from the whole Bible.” 


“* Money could not buy what I have gotten out of this 
course already. And to think that I have taken only the 
frst section 1” ; 


** L often mention in my sermons that a_ Correspondence 
Course from the Moody Bible Institute has been of far 
greater value to me than all my Bible and theological 
work in college.” 


Bible trained workers are in great de- 
mand for Christian service at home and 
abroad, Whether in the home, church, 
school or -business world, this training 
is of inestimable value! 

ENROLL NOW! You will be a personal pupil — 

* time, place _and amount of 
study under your own control. Prices very low— 
courses not sold for profit. There is no better time 


to startthan N ‘Send the coupon at once for 
Free Prospectus describing our eight courses in detail. 


a*="" MAIL THE COUPON iTODAY*"*"% 


a 
& THE MOODY BIBLE INSTITUTE 
g Dept. 3V, 153 Institute Place, Chicago, Ill. 


Send me your prospectus giving complete in- 
formation regarding your eight courses in Cor- 
respondence Bible Study. 
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Does Your School Win? 


—A WINNING SCHOOL 
SINGS 


Enthusiastic singin 
increased the attend- 
ance of one Sunday 
School from 125 to 245 
in less than 4 months, 
Good, spirited singin 
always attracts, at 
will Go more to -_— 
up and ho mber- 
ship than postly any 
other method. 

Our new JUNIOR 
SUNSHINE SONG 
book is a compilation 
of uplifting and spirit- 
ual songs, with melo- 
dies that will appeal to 
all—every song is sing- 

le. Also contains a 
section of appropriate 
songs for special days. 


‘ A once pemect. 
Sample copy, 30c. Write for special quantity rate 
Meyer & Brother,75-77 W.WashingtonSt., Chicago 


LORENZ 


Supplies All Musical Needs 
of Sunday School and Choir 


‘* His Worthy Praise.’’ New Sunday-school son3 
book with unison martial music and orchestra score, 

‘‘Praise Ye!’’ The new all-round song boo 
ives your altos, tenors, and bass a chance, 
Christmas Sunday School Music, Send for our 
free packet of sample 
pages and description of 
our new services, new 
sacred and Santa Claus 
Cantatas, etc. 


- NEW YORK 
DAYTON, OHIO 
OHICAGO 



























JUBILATE 


The Joyful Sunday School Hymnal 


Thousands of schools now 
using this book with great- 
est satisfaction. Different 

from all other books. 

8 Great Departments 
Prices to suit. 
$25 $32.50 
35 40 
According te binding 

HALL-MACK CO., 1018 Arch St., Phila, 











Songs of Hope 
Immediate Success 


» The best new music book of 
America’s most successful editor 


Write at once for free, returnable sample 
and very special but limited introductory 
offer, 


HOPE PUBLISHING COMPANY 
5707 W. Lake Street, Chicago. 











If You Wish 


NEW HYMN BOOKS 


for Church, S. S. or Chapel, write us 
of your needs. We can satisfy you. 


A. S. BARNES COMPANY, 30 Irving Place, N. Y. 
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Making a Small Pipe Organ Do Its Best 
By Peter Stam, Jr. 





The author of this article writes out 


an experience of eight years as organist and 


chotr director of the Third Christian Reformed Church, Paterson, N. J. Mr. Stam 
is now Manager of the Book Department of The Sunday School Times. 


THE organ and the organist are too 
often lost sight of as integral parts 
of the loving worship of God in his holy 
temple. No matter how skilfu! or artis- 
tic may be the player, if he considers the 
work merely a matter of business, pur- 
sued mainly from mercenary motives, 
he cannot make his church work really 
successful, Even if he loves his organ, 
and plays for the sake of his art, he 
cannot fully accomplish the purpose of 
the organ in the church until there is 
coupled with his love of art a spirit 
of consecrated service. The object of 
worship is the glory of God; when the 
organ joins in on that basis, the hearers 
will be edified. 

This all-important first ‘consideration 
conceded, there are certain departments 
of musical knowledge that are especially 
helpful in producing the best results. 
Mere tricks for tonal effects, or the dis- 
play of technical ability to Play difficult 
music, will not by themselves bring the 
results that come from carrying each 
part through in a quiet, easy manner in 
harmony with the rest of the service. 
Since a small organ usually means a 
small salary and often an organist who 
has had little opportunity for extensive 
musical education, the emphasis of this 
discussion is placed upon information 
that may be secured through careful ob- 
servation and patient practise. 

A knowledge of registration or the use 
of the various organ stops is especially 
important. Any library contains books 
that will give the simple facts about the 
diapason or organ tones, the flutes, the 
strings, the reeds, and the various com- 
peaetege that will produce the best ef- 
ects. 

An accurate sense of time and rhythm 
is necessary for clean-cut playing. 
Thorough discipline of one’s self through 
the use of the metronome will . effect 
this. Quick sight-reading is important. 
This too can be secured by constant 
practise. 

Some knowledge of harmony, espe- 
cially in connection with the form and 
construction of chords, will prove help- 
ful for purposes of modulating from one 
key to another, transposing a hymn, or 
permenteng a melody at sight. A work- 
ing knowledge of even these may be se- 
cured thfough much practise. A youn 
man with only a fair amount of musica 
knowledge had a father who loved Gos- 
pel hymns. For many zears it was his 
duty a full hour every Sunday morning 
to accompany his father on the piano 
in the simple hymns that he loved to 
sing. _ To vary the monotony of this, 
to a. irksome task the young player 
attempted from time to time some sim- 
ple “stunts,” playing a piece in the cor- 
responding flats when it was marked 
sharps, and vice versa, then playing it in 
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One of our friends said whenever he sees this word he thinks 
of THE HEIDELBERG PRESS, but 
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you pu reveals a carefulness 
Our best efforts stand back of the 
their popularity is proof of what “ our best efforts” 
means. Yes, these are the publications for which C. Harold 


KINGDOM SONGS, $35 the hundred. A great Sunday School book, with orchestration. 
UPLIFTING SONGS, $15 and $20 the hundred. A devotional song book that is different. 
PRIMARY AND JUNIOR HYMNAL, $50 the hundred in manila, $75 the hundred in cloth. 


BEGINNERS AND PRIMARY SONGS, $30 the hundred. Made expressly for the Little Tots. 
IN-AS-MUCH,$1.50 the dozen. The greatest Missionary Sermon with music that was ever preached. 
CHRISTMAS. Send for samples of Services, Anthems, Children’s material, etc. 


FREE When sending for any of the above ask for a copy ot Musical Leadership, which may help 
you in your problem of leadership. It comes with our compliments. 
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moré remote keys, and later with only 
his right or left hand, or with his eyes 
shut. The long years of this sort of 
practise produced such facility that that 
young organist can now transpose more 
difficult music very quickly, can play 
hundreds of hymns from memory, and 
has acquired a desirable vim and snap in 
his playing. 

Along lines artistic rather than tech- 
nical, the organist may strive to acquire 
a quick and true ear for harmonic ef- 
fects, and an alert and active sense of 
tempo with its accellerandos and ritard- 
andos. He should pay special attention 
to his endings, bringing a selection to 
a close in a musicianly way with no jar 
or break. Piano accompaniments should 
be adapted to the more sustained action 
of the organ. Extemporizing or “manu- 
facturing” one’s own music on the spot 
ofttimes is necessary. In all these mat- 
ters, a careful listening to other organ- 
ists, and observation and practise, will 
do wonders. — 

In playing for the congregation he 
should be th leader and supporter. 
On occasion he must stimulate the con- 
gregation and play with force and 
sprightliness, or again he may lead them 
on in quiet devotion. Of course it is 


in the playing of hymns that his most]. 


important service is rendered. Peo- 
ple are inclined to go where there is 
hearty singing, and the organ is an im- 

ortant link in bringing that to pass. 

here should be an agreeable variety 
both in volume of tone and in tempo, 
according to the nature of the selection. 
The organist will not play in a choppy 
piano style, but use the smooth, con- 
nected legato. It should be noted that 
this is largely a matter of fingering; 
notes common from one chord to the 
next should be held without striking 
them again, the fingers being changed on 
the held note wherever necessary. Fur- 
ther, a good effect will ofttimes be pro- 
duced by playing the melody in octaves. 

Special attention should be paid to the 
playing of the hymn before the congre- 
sptee sings it. Here is an opportunity 
or quiet but effective solo work that 
few organists take advantage of. A 
hymn that may seem ordinary may be 
made sweet and attractive to the congre- 
gation at this time. The soprano may 
be played on one manual, while the re- 
maining parts are played as a soft ac- 
companiment on ‘the other. Sometimes 
the soprano and tenor, or the soprano 
and alto, may be played alone as an 
effective duet. 

The wise use of hymns as solos may 
also be heartily recommended. People 
like to understand what is being sung. 
Gospel music is the language of the 
heart. A hymn beautifully rendered by 
soloist or choir will be recognized and 
doubly mageeented by the audience. In- 
strumental hymn solos with variations 
for the organ, several excellent collec- 
tions of which are on the market, are 
also enjoyable. f ed 

As an accompanist for the choir, it 
is very important that the organist should 
have a sympathetic spirit. Without it 
there can be no good musical atmosphere. 
If the organist is not choir leader him- 
self, he will follow and support the 
leader’s directions heartily, suppressing 
his own ideas. Where he directs as 
well as plays, he will go on with per- 
severing enthusiasm and a cheery good- 
will even if things go wrdng. The or- 
gan will unmistakably lead the choir 
where necessary or it will be only a 
quiet support and background where 
this is more advisable. Cues will be 
given clearly, so that the choir may take 
its part with no hesitation. 

With the soloist the organist should 
be still more en rapport. Here he should 
usually follow rather than lead. He 
should study the blend of the various 
registers with different singers, and 
learn which combinations sound well 
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SPENCER DELINEASCOPE 

It’s as far ahead of the old icon as the Auto- 
is wheelbarrow. Five Prices 

from $49.00 to $185.00. Send for illustrated folder. 
SPENCER LENS COMPANY 
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Hymn Slides. 


Rental and Purchase 
Circular mailed on request 
EVER READY ANNOUNCEMENT SLIDES 


Make your own hymn and Bible text slides 
with the use of the announcement slides, u 
the typewriter. 











PRICES 
COO. 5s 6.5 0-6 6 8:0 4-6 4s 8% 40c 
MOG GE OD. + 0 + 0s 6.0. 8:.0°0.% - « - $1.50 
In lots of 100... . 2 ee O<k eee 2.50 


Motion Picture Machines and Stereopticons 


WILLIAMS, BROWN & EARLE, Inc. 
918 Chestnut St. Dept. M. Philadelphia, Pa. 


Visual Instruction °%:, #0vE = 
IS ction still projection 
LANTERNS sold and 
rented.Our Slide Library 
includes the S. S. Times 
Cartoons. Special slides 
~ made to order from your 
pictures or negatives 
Write for bulletins. 
Underwood Chicago Agency and Depository 
GEORGE W. BOND SLIDE CO. 
Room S.,6 E.La e Street, Chicago, Il. 


THE KINCDOM OF PRAISE 


A new hymn book — sma/i in size and price but 
large in its field of usefulness. 
Especially adapted for use in all gatherings of 
young people. 
The in its yong = appety od 

rice ts more one (1) introductory 
copy will be mailed for a5¢. , 

MONEYBACKIFYOUWANTIT 


228 W. 36th St., 
TULLAR-MEREDITH CO. 239, W;36eh St. 





























A Sunday School Teacher Writes: 


cat remand she Bie Tehacee Bévontossae a 
rt of my Surda ool equipment, wi t 
hich I could not succeed.” One dollar a year. 


NO- TOBACCO ARMY, 1320 Western Ave. Pittsburgh, Pa. 


START RIGHT, OCTOBER 


Individual copy ot ‘* Sun School editi 
Matthew,’’ 7 cents; ten aeey for 60 cts. poy 


a 
RECORD OF CHRISTIAN WORK, East Northfield, Mass. 
Pa 
with one singer, and which go better 
with another. Often the tone sounds 
much louder in the auditorium than he 
realizes at the console. By asking a 
friend to listen he may check up on the 
tone volume. He should himself be- 
come an expert in listening. By prac- 
tise, the breathing preparatory to the 
utterance of a tone may be noted, so 
that the note may be struck on the in- 

















@trument simultaneously with its sound 


from the singer. 

In the playing of preludes, the organ- 
ist should remember that they are meant 
as a preparation fér service, and there- 
fore music played in operatic or rag-time 
style is entirely out of place. The post- 
lude should be a fitting close, in the 
spirit of what has gone before, rather 
than a drowning of thought by a noisy 
demonstration. Close attention should 
be paid to every part of the service, how- 
ever slight. The littles count as muchas 
the large, and a sympathetic, facile han- 
dling of many small items will go a long 
way towards making the een a satisfy- 
ing part of the service. 


PHILADELPHIA, 
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Lesson for October 10 
Matthew 3:1 to 4:11 



































































The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By Paul Rader 





October 17. Christian Principles id Politics. 
Luke 22 : 24-27. 

October 24. Lessons from Recent Events. 
Luke 13:1-5; Prov. 25 : 25. 

October 31. Making Prohibition Effective. 
Matt. 12 : 43-45; Jer. 31 : 33, 34. 

November 7. Peacemakers. Matt. 5:9; Gen. 
13 : 1-9. (Consecration meeting.) 





Sunday, October 10 


Bible Verses That Help - 
(Psa. 119: 33-40) 
Mon.—The Verse (John 10:11). 


epherd 

“The good shepherd giveth his life for 
the sheep.” Remember, it is all His life. 
Remember that no one forces him, but that 
he gave. He not only gave it at Calvary, 
but he gives it in resurrection, in. cqm- 
fort now, in victory now over sin, in joy, 
peace. 

Tues.—The Love Verse (John 3 : 16). 
God who gave his Son. k at his son, 
in agony on the cross, and God is turn- 
ps his back upon him, he is killing him 
or your sake. Those words sound rough, 


but oh, let the awfulness of the cross sink | 


in; let the awful price that love paid reach 
your heart. 

Wed.—The Brotherhood Verse (1 John 3: 17). 
“How dwelleth the love of God in him?” 
This is a question that you must ask your- 
self, “How dwelleth the love of God in 
me, if I see my brother have need and shut 
up my heart?” This verse is generally 
spoiled by gossip in our minds about some 
one who is stingy. There are those who 
are stingy. with money, but are you stingy 
with love? Have you given away the Gos- 
pel so freely given to you? 

Thurs.—The Decision Verse (Joshua 24 : 15). 
“But as for me and my house, we will 
serve the Lord.” We have little to say 
about the “house” side of it these days. 
There was a time when a family was a 
unit. That, however, is no excuse for us 
in making this decision. 

Fri—The Power Verse (Zech. 4:6). “Not 
by might nor by power, but by my Spirit, 
saith the Lord of Hosts,” Are- you still 
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** Bibles and Bonds’’ tells the interesting 
story of a world wide work and a safe in- 
vestment yielding as high as 8%. 

Ask for Booklet L. 
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AN UNPRECEDENTED 
Free Trial Offer ot Hymn Books 
100 COPIES OP 


HERALD OF PRAISE 


The new *‘ King of Song Books’’ edited by 
200 leading ministers and evangelists will be sent 
free, prepaid, to any Church, Sunday School, 
Young People’s Society or other religious organi- 
zations. For One Month’s Free Trial. 

If not satisfied, you can return the books and 
we will pay the freight or express both ways. If 
|, Satish send us the money for the books. 

Returnable Sample Copy Sent Free on Request 

Prices: Cloth, 45¢; an 35¢; Manilla, 30c 
(not prepaid). Cloth " Limp. 40c; Manilla, 
35c (charges prepaid}. 


THE GLAD TIDINGS PUBLISHING CO. 
Lakeside Building, Chicago, il. 


Moody Bible Institate Monthly 


Reo. James M. Gray, D.D., Editor. 
For all who love, and teach and preach the Gospel. 


Monthly [% stow d. + Mig year; three months’ trial sub- 
scription, § 


Moody Bible Institute Monthly 
196 lactitute Place, fe ° e Chicage, ft). 
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interested in big things, in mighty things? 
Do you still talk of personality, magnetism, 
personal influence, power of wealth, power 
of organization? If these things still seem 
powerful to you, and many of them the 
most powerful things, you are not yet 
ready for this verse. 

Sat.—The Missionary Verse (Matt. 28 : 19). 
“Go ye therefore.” ‘Do not forget the 
“therefore” which comes before the com- 
mission, the last commission, the great 
commission of Jesus Christ to his church 
onearth. You can go now, you can obey the 
great commission, since the same power 
that he bas in glory, seated there at the 
right hand of God, he has in the heart of 
Africa, in India, in China, in South Amer- 
ica, in the islands of the sea. 


T PAYS to hide God’s Word in your 

heart. Now it is never hidden in the 
heart until it is first put into the head. 
Let me _ illustrate. he farmer goes 
out into the field in the fall and cuts 
down the meadow grass, cures the ha 
and piles it in the mow or hayloft. e 
does not feed it to his hungry cattle all 
at once. But watch him some cold win- 
ter night. He makes his way to the 
batn, through the snow, climbs the lad- 
der into the mow, takes the pitchfork, 
sticks it into great bunches of this hay, 
|}and pushes it down to the manger for 
| the hungry beasts. Just so does the Holy 
Spirit. You read, and read, and read 
the Bible. It seems that you are not 
getting much out of it; but keep on read- 
| ing. You are storing it away in your 
“hay-mow.” Some cold wintry day in 
your life, when you are discouraged, and 
oppressed and bewildered, without light 
| for your feet, without warmth for your 
cold heart, the Holy Spirit will walk up 
the ladder of your memory, stick his 
pitchfork in a delicious bunch of Scrip- 
ture, and ram it down into your hungry 
heart. 

If you ride in the car learn to carry 
a Testament or a book of Psalms where 
you can pull it out of your pocketbook 
or pocket and learn a verse of Scripture. 
Look over your life and see if there is 
not some place in each day where you 
could make profitable use of a few min- 
sa to learn a verse of Scripture. 

A pone man in my church told me he 
was having a bitter fight with cigarettes. 
I asked him what pocket he kept them 
in, and he showed me. I took a Tésta- 
ment out of my pocket and put it into 
his pocket, formerly used for cigarettes, 
and said to him, “Son, every time you 
reach for a cigarette, read this Book.” 
It is needless to say that the cigarette 
hunger has gone. Instead of lighting 
a cigarette he gets all lit up with the 
be of God. 

What is your favorite Bible verse? 
Why ?—There might be a favorite flower, 
but I do not see how it is possible to 
havea favorite Bible verse. You will find, 
too, a verse which to-day is most pre- 
cious because of a sorrow will give place 
| to-morrow to another because of a prob- 
lem, and the next day to another because 
| of a great testing, to another the next day 
| because of some darkness, to another 
the next day because of its fellowship 
promise, — and so on. 

Relate some incident about help com- 
ing through a Bible verse.—It would be 
good, in answering this question, to take 
an incident from your own life. You 
can read book after book of incidents 
where verses of Scripture have helped 
other lives. Perhaps if you cannot take 
a verse out of your own life it will 
convict you of your lack; for every prob- 
lem should find its verse of promise, and 
every pathway should have its verse of 
pointing. 

When do Bible sayings strengthen and 
encourage us?—They are all made for 
our strength and encouragement, because 
they are the words of God. As one of 
the Scriptures says, “Thy words were 
found and I did eat them.” At every turn 
of the road there should be a new mark- 
ing in your Bible of some verse which 
the Spirit has made precious to you 
because of its light and its promise. 


Moopy CuurcH TABERNACLE, CHICAGO. 





Parent, pastor, teacher—have ‘you 
given “Problems of the Christian Col- 
lege Student” (The Sunday School Times 
Company, Philadelphia, 25 tts.) to those 
young people who should have a copy? 
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HARTFORD, CONNECTICUT 





WM. B. CLARK, President 


One Hundred and One Years of satisfactory 
dealing has developed for this Company its 
splendid reputation and great business | 





Losses Paid over $183,000,000 
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RODEREAVER'S VICTORY SONGS 


Our latest gospel song book prepared under super- 
vision of our Mr. Homer Rodeheaver, ‘‘ Sunday’s’§., 
famous song leader.’’ For general church and 
Y.M.C.A, purposes. Hearty approval from song 
leaders. 70 new songs and 259 old favorites. 


Contains 288 pages of music. Single 
copies: - Manila, 30c; Limp, 35c¢; Cloth, 45c¢; 
postpaid. Quantities of 109: Manila, 25¢; Limp, 
30c; Cloth, 40c; not prepaid. 

Any quantity at hundred rates, zo¢ prepaid. 
AWAKENING SONGS, 256 pp., same prices as above. 
SONGS OFSERVICE, alsosame prices as Victory Songs. 
CAMP FIRE SONGS, 32 pp. ,10c a copy—$3.00 per 100. 


Ask for complete catalog of all our publications. 


THE RODEHEAVER COMPANY 


1017 Monon Building Dept. VY, 814 Walnut Street 
CHICAGO PHILADELPHIA 

















Rev. Henry G. Bowden, Secretary of The Men and Millions Movement, says: 


“HYMNS FOR TODAY” 


Meets the Need of the Hour. Read his letter. 


Mear Brother Fillmore :—I have studied with great care your new book ‘Hymns for To-Da 
Let me say without reservation, it fills, from every standpoint, the need of the hour. It isgjust what 
its name implies, and more. These hymns of all kinds wi © down in history as a godsend to the 
race. The arrangement from [eek to end i is the best I rave ever seen. 

“‘ May I not wish that ‘Hymns for Today ’ will be the means of leadin many souls to the feet 
of the Master? ,With deep appreciation of your good self and this great work, I am, 


** Cordially and sincerely, Henry G. Bowpen. 





** Cincinnati, Ohio, May s, 1920.”" 





HYMNS FOR TODAY, by J. H. Fillmore, contains 340 songs, Services for the 
various s of Sunday- school and Church ; is bound in fine cloth, with gold 
stamp. ice $75 per 100. Sample copy sent for examination. Orehestrated. 


FILLMORE MUSIC HOUSE, 582 Elm Street, Cincinnati, Ohio. 
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Frankly, what's the use of saying, * Every time I see a Jew I want to take off my 


to him,” when 
that Name through which alone he can be 


jan ge net. Sellen Ap Whe oot. sous 


to help him know of 


saved ? "s the use of the i 


nial doctrine if it teaches by innuendo that “ we must leave the Tews dete ka is age”? 


Are you obeyi 


you a layman? 


God in your work, prayer and gifts in behalf of the Jew? Are 
ust how much did you give for Jewish Missions last year, and how 
much to all other missions? Are you a pastor ? 


How much did your church give for 


Jewish Missions last year? Think over these things. Some day you will be required 


to give an accounting of your stewardship. 


Our mission merits your e confidence and su . Just now your gift would 
td. Our” OBEN FI const 


be especially a 
many Bible students the most he 
America — is sent to all contributors. 


May we heer from you? 


reciated. Our , THE CH 
Sota. per on Prophecy and the Jews published in 


Regu 


EOPLE,— considered by 


lar price, 50 cents a year, or 10 cents a copy. 








WILLIAMSBURG MISSION TO THE JEWS 


27 Throop Avenue, © 





Brooklyn, New York 





When answering advertisements, please mention The Sunday School Times 





NO COMMISSION TO PAY 






WANTED 


Thousands anxious to buy 
| all over country {fl 


WILL YOU SELL? 


IF YOU USE SIMPLEX PLANS 


“ Real Estate is sold where the buyers are, not where the properties are.” 


‘There is some one who would profit through 
buying your property. There may be several 
such persons in the country, but ove is enough 
if you can find him and present your proposi- 
tion. SIMPLEX PLANS show exactly how 
to find a buyer for your property. ‘They bring 
quick action; the highest price; and best terms. 


WHAT THE SIMPLEX PLANS ARE 


The Simplex Plans present the details of a 
system used for 20 y2ars by ‘“The Napoleon 
of Real Estate,'’ as the Baltimore Herald has 
very aptly called W. M. Ostrander. Mr. Os- 
trander, who originated these plans, has per- 
sonally sold hundreds and thousands of prop- 
erties through these very principles; not only 
inevery state in the Union, but in thirteen 
foreign countries as well, 


When he retired from the Real Estate busi- 
ness a few years ago, we obtained permission 
to put this very valuable information before 
the public under Mr. Ostrander's supervision. 
In order to save your time, these facts have been 
concentrated to the concise, easy-to-use form 
of 32 typewritten pages Legal Cap size — 8x13. 


DEFINITB DIRECTIONS 


To find the person who will pay the best price 
for your property, you must advertise in a 
special way. You are advertising in one way 
when you list your property with an agent, but 
that way costs you a lot of money in commis- 
sions; and agents are generally slow because 
they do not use up-to-the-minute methods. 


Nor is it enough to place an advertisement 
merely in your local paper. Real Estate is 
sold where the buyers are, not where the 
properties are. You must have the right Ad 
in the right papers followed up by the right 
selling plan to succeed. 


Simplex Plans give definite, detailed in- 
structions for preparing the best sert of ad- 
vertisement for your particular property. You 
are told how large it ought to be. You are 
told where, when, and just how to place it. 
There are seven plans for you to choose from 
and you can have the whole country for your 
audience if that is the plan which yeu pick as 
best suiting your purpose. 


CLOSING THE SALE 


~ But The Simplex Plans do more than merely 
teach you to get inquiries about your property. 
They teach you to bring the prospective buyer 
to the actual poiat of sale. They teach you 
how to overcome objections. They teach you 
how to inspire confidence. They show you 
how to feature your place to the best advan- 
tage. And they show what points have proved 
out in Mr. Ostrander’s broad experience as 
strongest in closing a sale. 


YOUR PARTICULAR PROPERTY 


Plans for selling a Florida orange grove would 
be of no use to a man who wants to dispose of 
a timber-tract in Oregon. The man who has 
building lots in the suburbs of Boston needs 
different plans for selling than the man with a 
Michigan poultry farm. That is why Mr. Os- 
trander insists that each set of plans be indi- 
vidually prepared to meet your particular re- 
quirements; and each set is approved, and 
autographed by the originator. 


WHO USES SIMPLEX PLANS 

More than 5000 properties — real estate and 
businesses — have been sold by the Simplex 
Plans throughout every state of the Union. 
Read these testimonials — only a few of the 
many being received constantly from delighted 
users, 

“The Simplex Pians sold my house for cash within 
two weeks.””"— F. S., Wauwatossa, Wis. “Sold _my 
farm for cash.’’— Mrs, A. C., Gienwood, Minn. 
** Sold my country place in three weeks for cash.””— 
H. M, B., New, York City. ** Sold my store and real 
estate.”"— B. Z., San Francisco, Cal. “Simplex 
Plans sold my house for cash within three weeks.”’— 
M. E. L., Marshalltown, Iowa 


There is a Simplex Plan to fit your need. 
SEND NO MONEY 

The Simplex Plans are self-explanatory. Once 
you have them in hand, you will see how 
easily you can.apply them and what a. saving 
in time and money they will give. So-if you 
want to sell your property AT A PROFIT you 
eught to investigate these secrets which made 
Mr. Ostrander ‘‘The Napoleon of Real Es- 
tate."" SEND NO MONEY. Just fill in 
the coupon for five days' FREE inspection. 


THE SIMPLEX COMPANY 
Dept. 308 1133 Broadway, New York City 





Seth Moyle, Mgr. THE SIMPLEX COMPANY, 
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.| study in itself. Some leaders seem unable 


When the Song Leader is 
Incompetent 
( Continued from page 515) 


an attractive chorus will “swing” a 
more difficult verse. Usually I si 
the first verse twice, each time call- 
ing attention to anything that needs it, 
and sometimes it is well to sing a 
chorus three or four times, but I think 
it unwise to keep at one song until the 
school becomes tired. 
Time and again circumstances develop 
that require instant attention, and many 
times plans must be quickly changed to 
meet the occasion. A real leader is al- 
ways ready for any emergency and many 
times his success is dependent on his 
quick thinking and his ability to grasp 
an unusual situation and make the 
best of it. At all times there must be 
manifested a”spirit of optimism, but it 
must be real and not assumed, for a 
bluffer is soon detected and might as 
well give up when he is discovered. 
It is my contention that it is entirely 
out of place in Sunday-school to have 
a “bellowing bull,” or a “jumping jack” 
to show off, or conduct a cheap vaude- 
ville perfeanance. The music should 
be a wonderful means of worship, and 
the leader siiould simply direct that wor- 
ship by starting the song, calling atten- 
tion to some particularly striking thought 
of the words or beauty of the music, 
keeping every scholar interested, and at 
all times striving to drive home the mes- 
sage of the song, rather than to im- 
press upon them his own accomplish- 
ments. Some leaders forget that they 
are there to lead others in singing instead 
of showing off their own voices, A leader 
should not fail fo catch the spirit of 
the song, the message of which he de- 
sires to impress upon those he is lead- 
ing. The composer has given a message 
which he wishes conveyed. Many times an 
entirely different meaning is giver: Study 
the song and give proper emphasis to. the, 
points as they impress you. «Tempo is a 


to judge the time in which a song should 
be sung by the nature and subject of 
the song. Many songs are perfect gems 
if kept up to the time, while their ef- 
fectiveness is entirely lost by dragging. 
Then there are songs which are wonder- 
fully impressive if sung slowly and com- 
petely spoiled if taken quickly. 

Some of my readers may contend that 
I have lost. sight of the incompetent 
leader, and that my article is rather 
stressing the competent leader. I don’t 
believe there are many really incompe- 
tent leaders; that is, incompetent in the 
sense that they are not willing to learn. 
I believe the most untrained leader has 
within him the possibilities of com- 
petent leadership, and in this article I 
have tried to put before him sugges- 
tions that I believe will help him to 
measure up. He may not now be doing 
the things I have suggested, but the 
.man with a fairly goed—woice, a genuine 
love of music and of children, a pleasing 
smile and common, ordinary “horse- 
sense” can become a really good leader. 

Music is taught in most of the public 
schools, and this makes it much easier 
to teach new music in the Sunday-schools, 
and for this reason, if.I were a superin- 
tendent of a school I would be more in- 
terested in getting a leader with real 
religion ‘and common sense than out- 
standing musical ability. That does not 
mean that I do not stand for capable 
musicians in Sunday-school work, for I 
would pay good money any time for a 
spiritual, tactful musician with an at- 
tractive personality; however, this com- 
bination 1s sometimes difficult to find, and 
if I couldn’t have the ideal, I would 
lay emphasis upon spirituality and good 
sense. 

Given the right kind of songs, a fairly 
good accompanist, the opportunity at 
regular intervals, and I believe the aver- 
age school will pretty nearly take care 
of _itself in the learning of new music. 

Perhaps before closing it might be 
well to express my conviction that the 
efficiency of a school.should not be sacri- 
ficed for any individual. An inefficient 
person who refuses to develop, whether 
he be a superintendent, chorister, pianist, 
or teacher, should be tactfully ap- 
proached, and with the kindest possible 








explanation, should be replaced. 
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We want you to 
taste this wonderful 
mackerel 


All you need to do is to send ts your 
name and address. 

For just this little extra effort on 
your part you secure the finest mackerel 
that the sea produces. Packed the min- 
ute they are brought into Gloucester 
by the fishing boats and sent to you in 
sturdy little pails in which they keep 
perfectly until used. 

_ Remember, these are selected mack- 
erel—the kind the Gloucester fishermen 
pick out to take to their own homes. 
We are old fishermen ourselves, have 
been for more than half a century, and 
we know fish. We offer only the choic- 
est. Fat, tender, mouth-watering mack- 
erel that will give you an entirely new 
idea of how good a mackerel breakfast 
or dinner can be. 

Then there is our salt codfish. White, 
steaklike pieces without bones all ready 
to make the most delicious fish cakes 
or creamed codfish. In fact, we poe 
nearly every variety of sea food. 
Clams, lobster, shrimp, sardines, pune, 
salmon —all fresh from the sea, care- 
fully selected and perfectly packed. 

Everything sent you on approval. 
You do not pay for them ualess you 
are entirely. satisfied, 

Now write your name on the coupon 
below and slip it into an envelope. 
Our fish price-list will be sent you im- 
mediately and you can then send us 
your order. 


Crown Packing Company 
Gloucester, Mass. 













Gloucester, Mass. 


Please send me your 
complete fish price-list. 



































Could you read with your hands? 
Thousands of blind must! 
$10 will pay for a Testament 
and $2 for a Gospel in blind 
type. Souvenir verse free. 
Help us also give the Bible 
to immigrants, seamen and 


the poor. 


Write us about Annuity Bonds, 
i " el 

Brey i of Myo fe le: a. 

Nelson, at Special Discounts. 


Universal Bible Sunday, Dec. 5th. 
No change in date. Free literature. 


NEW YORK BIBLE SOCIETY 


675 MADISON Ave. (111TH YEAR) New Yorx 


BRO TABLETS 


Free Book of Designs. 
Jno. Williams, Inc., Bronze Foundry 
(Dept. 9), 556 W. 27th St., New York City. 


PULPITS 


Chairs, Tables, HymnBoards, Collection Plates,etc. 


| Globe Furniture Company, 73,P5"* foc: 
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(777 ZDetm } polish and leather 


BOSTONIAN 
CREAM 
is the ideal cleaner 
for kid and calf 
leather. Put upin 
Brown, Gray, 
White, in 
colors, Try our 
NOBBY BROWN 
PASTE POLISH 
: for brown shoes and 

PEERLESS OXBLOOD PASTE for red shoes. 

QUICK WHITE Liquid Canvas Dressing. 

ALBO White Cake Canvas Dressing. 

GILT EDGE SELF SHINING Dressing. 
Your shoes will hold their shine a 
surprisingly long time if you use 

WVuittemore's Shoe Polishes 

Ask your dealer, If he cannot supply you, write us. 


WHITTEMORE BROS. CORP., Boston, Mass. 
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A VITAL 
MESSAGE 


for ‘* Times” readers will be found in McConkey’s 
booklets ‘*Give God a Chance’’ and ‘‘ The 
God-Planned Life’’ both of which will be mailed 
absolutely free to any one acoreamng, Silver 
iePub. Co., Bessemer Bldg., Pittsburgh, Pa. 











A Book for Parents and Teachers 
Bringing Up John 


ED “Clear, Vigorous, suggestive. Teaches 
WARD John (and Mary , too,) the {truth about 





’ , religi the Bib‘e, the Sab- 

LEIGH Seth, "se tridons tte ~“y that ‘heir faith 
PELL’S nanchanaite pinot ApvocaTE. 
“Latest At All Booksellers. Cloth, $1.25 
FLEMING H. REVELL COMPANY 

BOOK | 158 Fifth Av., N.Y.; 17N. Wabash Av.,Chicago 














Don’t Wear 


a Truss 


Brooks’ .Appliance, the 
modern scientific invention, the 
wonderful new discovery 

relieves rupture, will be sent 
= oa. No obnoxious springs 









MR. C. E. BROOKS 


s. 
f e 

Brooks’ Rupture Appliance 

Has automatic Air Cushions. Binds and 
draws the broken parts together as you would 
a broken limb. No salves. No lies. Durable, 
cheap. veer on b amed to — it. i by 

A en jog and measure bla 
mailed free, Send name and address today. 





ae 








Brooks Appliance Co., 258 A, State St., Marshall, Mich. 








Sin Tertered Balics Sheep 
Mothers Rest 
After Cuticura 


Soap, Ointment,Talcum,25c.everywhere. Forsamples 
adlnses: Gutiontalatnectovics Depa’, Malden. Mass. 
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For Family Worship 


By the Directer of the 
Great Commission Prayer League 





Following the Home Daily Bible Read- 

ings on the International Uniform Sunday 
ool Lessons, issued by the International, 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


October 4 to 10 


Mon.—Matthew 3:13 to 4: 11. ‘ 
- Baptism and Temptation of Jesus. 

Did Satan’s temptation of Jesus make 
esus doubt his anointing of the Spirit? 
he devil’s fiercest assaults often fol- 
low the Spirit’s most gracious manifes- 
tations. Sunday’s exaltations do not in- 
sure against Monday’s onslaughts. But 


fulfill Galatians 5:16 and Matthew 4: 
11 follows. 
PRAYER Succestions: Pray for a 


Spirit-born type of Christ-like charac- 
ter in the body of Christ, a type cruci- 
fying and denying self and every mani- 
festation of self —name, ambition, tem- 
poral means, and all self-gratifying de- 
sires, counting all things “but loss for 
the excellehcy of the knowledge of 
Christ.” _ 

Tues.—Isaiah 11:1-10. The Spirit on Jesus. 

The character of a king determines 
largely the character of his kingdom. 
When all the great of earth have failed, 
and failure is written across the pages 
of history, “then’shall come forth a 
rod” whose girdle shall be righteousness 
and his kingdom glorious. Does your 
heart: cry out, “Come quickly, Lord 
Jesus”? 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
speedy coming of our Lord. Pray that 
such books as W. E. Blackstone’s “Jesus 
Is Coming” may have a doubly increased 
circulation. Pray that God may lay it 
upon the hearts of thousands of Chris- 
tians systematically to distribute pre- 
millennial literature, with godly tact and 
love. 

Wed.—Matthew 3 : 1-12. 
John the Baptist Baptizing. 

John and Jesus, “the voice” and “the 
Word.” The baptism of the one was, as 
it were, of earth; of the other of heaven. 
“The voice” announced “the Word,” but 
“the darkness comprehended it not.” To 
the “natural man” the “things of the 
Spirit are foolishness.” 

Prayer Succestions: Many in Judea 
heard the voice proclaiming the first 
coming of the Word. Pray that like- 


|wise many throughout the world will 


hear the insistent proclamation of his 
second scoming. Pray for Bolshevist 
Russia, Mohammedan Turkey, heathen 
Africa, Catholic Central and South 
America, and benighted Asia. 
Thurs.—James 1 : 12-18. Enduring Temptation. 

It is not the enticement to evil that 
is sin, but the admitting or harboring 
the appeal in the heart. Sin begins the 
moment that inward parleying begins. 
“It is written” should be the instant 
counter-attack to every suggestion to do 
wrong. Only those endure who thus 
resist. 


Prayer SuGcestions: Pray for world- 
wide evangelism, for every mission board, 
for every unoccupied ficld, for the work 
among the lepers, for every native worker 
in heathen lands, for every volunteer at 
home, for the hundreds af new mission- 
aries who are sailing during October and 
November for various fields. 

Fri.—1 Corinthians 10 : 1-12. 
Example of Warning. 

All were baptized, all ate, all drank; 
but not all pleased God. Some were 
idolaters, some fornicators, some tempt- 
ers, some murmurers. The outwartl 
keeping of ordinances avails little if cir- 
cumcision of the heart is lacking. Where- 
fore, “take heed.” 

Prayer Sucacestions: Pray for the 
Christian Endeavor Society, the Epworth 
League, and for all other young people’s 
societies. Pray for all _evangelistic 
meetings and all new converts; for every 
rescue mission, every Florence Critten- 
ton Home, every Gospel effort in the 
army and navy. 


Sat.—Hebrews 2:9-18. Able to Help. 


“Able to help” because he himself suf- 
fered. God would have us enter into 


the sufferings of Christ that we too may 
be “able to help.” To whom do people 


‘naturally go for sympathy or cOmfort in 


the hour of trial? Is it not to those 


who have “suffered”? 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
World’s Sunday School Cenventioyn at 
Tokyo and for the entire Sunday-school 
movement. Pray for our country during 
the present presidential campaign, that 
God may give conviction and courage 
to the voters, and that he may guide 
in the selection of the right men to of- 
fice, both locally and nationally. 


Sun.—Hebrews 4: 1-16. Tempted and Tried. 


Christ was tempted in all points wth- 
out sin. We may be tempted in all points 
without sinning. “These things write I 
unto you, that ye sin not” (1 John 2:1): 
“Whosoever abideth in him sinneth not” 
(1 John 3:6). “This is the victory’— 
your born-of-God, overcoming faith 
(1 John 5:4). 

Prayer SucGcestions: Last May the 
General Assembly of a certain denomi- 
nation adopted a resolution appointing 
Sunday, September 10, as a day of prayer 
for the Jews. This resolution was not 
received by the writer until some months 
afterwards. He regrets this, and would 
be glad if those who know of such calls 


to prayer would kindly send them as 


promptly as possible. But anyhow, let 
us continue in prayer for the Jews. 


You should not be without Dr. 
Smith’s “Illustrated Historical Geog; 
raphy of the Holy Land,” with its 100 
pictfes and 35 maps (The Sunday 
School Times Co., $1.50.) 
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THE HYMNS You LovE 


WITH THEIR ORIGINAL WORDS AND MUSIC 


nee HYMNS 
SANKEY GOSPEL 
moody & SANKEY Outre 


CONDENSED EDITION 
t, and Convenient 
Nos. 1 to 6 ifs desired, 


although complete in itself. 


The World’s Best in 
Gospel Song. — 
236 oa od Hopial Index. 





Sin > “Gi: caved 
F Full Cloth ae ie $56 par 


_ Orders fog less than 20 copies sent postpaid at the single 
gopy rate. Transportation extra on quantity orders. 


THE BIGLOW & MAIN COMPANY ) 
156 FIFTH AVENUE DESK 6 NEW YORK 
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BE POPULAR! 


MAKE MONEY! 





LEARN MUSIC. AT HOME 


WHY envy your friends their knowledge of how to play the 


piano, organ, violin, cornet 
ment? Be talented yourself. Make 


Teach your children. You yourself can master any musical art 
right in your own home with the greatest ease. 


’ We have taught thousands how to play their favorite musical 


instruments easily, quick] 
just by following Sar N 








We do away with the private teacher. We banish dry, tiresome 
exercises. We teach you by, note. No numbers; no tricks; a 


sound musical education. 
learn, as it will be fascinating for you to show your 
a good musician you are. 


tertainers, and some of them have written to us that they are 
making money through the musical talents they developed by our 


Home Training Method. pany 


other musical instru- 
‘al "Friends. Make money. FREE LESSONS IN 
Piano Piccolo 
Organ Ukelele 
Violin Sight 
and thoroughly without a_teacher Cornet Singing 
ew Improved Home Study Method. Guitar Saxophone 
Banjo Viola 
Harp Tenor Banjo 
e make it as fascinating for you to | Mandolin Hawaiian 
Cionad what ’Cello Steel Guitar 
Our’ pupils are in demand as en- Trombone Harmony 
Clarinet and 
Flute Composition, 











Our free book tells you all about it. Read the letters in it and you will see that what others have 
done easily, you can also do easily. More than 250,000 men, women and children have learned by 
our system. Best of all — We give you all lessons free. Write at once for particulars. 


MUSIC LESSONS FREE—ACT NOW! 


Just mail the coupon. Because we need one pupil in 
each locality at once to help us advertise our_marvel- 
ously easy system of teaching music, we offer for a 
limited time our lessons without cost, and charge you 
only for postage and sheet music, averaging only a 
small sum woutly. A musical education in any in- 
strument for the price of a moyie ticket each week! 
Beginners or advanced pupils. 


This offer is too important to hesitate over. Get the 
proofs, facts, letters from our pupils. Get our fascinat- 
ing new book just issued, together with our astound- 
ing offer. All of these come to you FREE. Just drop 
us_a postal or mail the coupon today. 


Instruments supplied when needed, cash or credit. 


U.S. SCHOOL OF MUSIC 


389 Brunswick Bldg., New York 
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U. S. SCHOOL OF MUSIC 
389 Brunswick Bidg., New York. 
Gentlemen : Please send me your free 
book, “‘Music Lessons in Your Own 
Home,” and particulars of your offer of 
free lessons-in any musical instrument. 


_ wrt erT Ce eT ee e 
(Picase print name) 
AGdreme. wc cceccccceccesecss 
- Ferrey (LeeLee. 
ea a a » ee . 
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ew Stomachs for Old — 
In 48 Hours ~— 


HOUSANDS of people who suffered 
for years with all sorts of stomach trou- 


ble are walking around to-day with entirely 


remade stomachs— stomachs which have 
been remade in from 48 to 72 hours! 
enjoy their meals, and never have a thought 
of indigestion, constipation, or any of the 
serious illnesses with which they formerly, 
suffered, and which are directly traceable to 
the stomach. 


And these surprising results have been pro- 
duced not by drugs or medicines of any kind, not 
by foregoing substantial foods, not by eating spe- 
cially prepared or patented foods of any kind, but 
by eating the plainest, simplest foods correctly 
combined / 


These facts were forcibly brought to my mind 
by Eugene Christian, the eminent Food Scientist, 
who is said to have successfully treated over 
23,000 people with foods alone ! 


As Christian says, man is what he ¢afs. What 
we take into our stomachs to-day, we are to-mor- 
row. Fond is the source of all power, yet not 


They - 


By R. S. Thompson 


lowing Christian’s suggestions as to food, his con- 
stipation was relieved, although he had formerly 
been in the habit of taking large daily doses of a 
strong cathartic. In five weeks every abnormal 
symptom had disappeared —his weight having in- 
creased 6 lbs. In addition to this, he acquired 
a store of physical and mental! energy so great in 
comparison with his former selt as to almost belie 
the fact that it was the same man. 


Another instance of what proper food combina- 
tions can do almost overnight was that of a man 
one hundred pounds overweight-whose only other 
discomfort was rheumatism. This man’s greatest 
pleasure in life was eating. Though convinced 
of the necessity, he hesitated tor months to go 
under treatment, believing he would be deprived 
of the pleasures af the table. He finally, how- 
ever, decided to try it out. Not only did he be- 
gin losing weight within a few days, regaining 
his normal figure in a matter of weeks, but all 
signs of rheumatism disappeared, and he found 
the new diet far more delicious to the taste and 
affording a muck keener quality of enjoyment 
than his-eld method of eating, and wrote Chris- 
tian a letter to that effect. 


But perhaps the most interesting case that 


one persdm in a«hundred: knows. the chemistry of-»“€tiristian téld me-of was that of a multi-million- 


foods as related to the chemistry of the body. 
The_result is we are a nation of ‘‘stomach suf- 
ferers.’?’ 


Christian has proved that to eat good, simple, 
nourishing food is not necessarily to eat correctly. 
In the first place, many of the foods which we 
have come to regard as good are in reality about 
the worst things we can eat, while others that we 
regard as harmful have the most food value. 


But perhaps the greatest harm which comes 
from eating blindly is the fact that very often two 
perfectly good foods when eaten at the same meal 
form a chemical reaction in the stomach and liter- 
ally explode, liberating dangerous toxic poisons 
which are absorbed. by the blood and circulate 
throughout the system, forming the root of all or 
nearly all sickness, the first indications of which 
are aeidity, fermentation, gas, constipation and 
many other sympathetic ills leading to most seri- 
ous consequences, 


And yet just as wrong food selections and com- 
binations will destroy our health and efficiency, so 
will the right foods quickly create and maintain 
bodily vigor and mental energy. In my talk with 
Eugene Christian, he told me of some of his ex- 
periences in the treatment of disease through food 
—yjust a few instances out of the more than 23,000 
cases he has on record. 


One case which interested me greatly was that 
of a young business man whose efficiency. had 
\ been practically wrecked through stomach acidity, 
\fermentation and constipation, resulting in physi- 
cal sluggishness which was naturally reflected in 
his ability to use his mind. He was twenty 
pounds under weight when he first went to see 

hristian and was so nervous he couldn’t sleep. 
tomach and intestinal gases were so severe that 
they caused irregular heart action and often fits 
of great mental depression. As Christian de- 
scribes it, he was not 50 per cent efficient either 
mentally or physically. Yet in 24 hours, by fol- 





aire—a man- 70 years old, who had been 
traveling with his doctor for several years in.a 
search for health. -He was extremely emaciated, 
had chronic constipation, lumbago, and rheuma- 
tism. For over twenty years he had suffered with 
stomach and intestinal trouble which in reality 
was superaciduous secretions in the stomach. The 
first menus given him were designed to remove 
the causes of acidity, which was accomplished al- 
most over night. And after this was done he 
seemed to undergo a complete rejuvenation. His 
eyesight, hearing, taste, and all of his mental facul- 
ties became keener and more alert. Heshad had 
no organic trouble — but he was starving to death 
from malnutrition and decomposition — all caused 
by the wrong selection and combination of foods. 
Almost immediately after following Christian’s 
advice this man could see results, and after six 
months he was as well and strong as he had ever 
been in his life. 


These instances of the efficacy of right eating I 
have simply chosen at random from perhaps a 
dozen Eugene Chfistian told me of, every one of 
which was fully as interesting, and they applied 
to as many different ailments. ‘Surely this man 
Christian is doing a great work. 


I know of several instances-where rich men and 


women have’ been so pleased with what he has 
done for them that they have sent him a check 


for $500 or $1,000 in addition to the amount of 


the bill when paying him. 

There have been so many inquiries from all 
parts of the United States from people seekin 
the benefit of Eugene Christian’s advice an 
whose cases he is unable te-handle personally 


* that he has written a little course of lessons which 


tells you exactly what to eat for health, strength 
and efficiency. This course is published by The 
Corrective Eating Society of New York. 


These lessons, there. are 24 of them, contain’ 


actual menus for breakfast, luncheon, and dinner,~ | 


covering every condition of héalth and sickness 
from infancy to old age and for all occupations, 
climates, and seasons. 


Reasons are given for every recommendation 
based upon actual results secured in the author's 
many years of practice although technical terms 
have been avoided. Every point is explained so 
clearly that there can be no possible misunder- 
standing. 


With these lessons at hand it is just as though 
you were in personal contact with the great food 
specialist, because every possible point is so thor- 
oughly covered that you can scarcely think of a 
question which isn’t answered. You can start 
eating the very things that will produce the in- 
creased physical and mental energy you are seek- 
ing the day you receive the lessons, and you will 
find that you secure results with the first meal. 
This, of course, does not mean that complicated 
illnesses can be removed at one meal, but it does 
mean that real results can nearly always be seen 
in 48 hours or less. 


If you would like to examine these 24 little 
Lessons in Corrective Eating, simply write The 
Corrective Eating Society, Department 439, 43 
West 16th Street, New York City. It is not 
necessary to enclose any money with-your re- 
quest.. Merely ask them to send the lessons on 
five days’ trial, with the understanding that you 
will either return them within that time or remit 
$3.50, the small fee asked. 


The reason that the Society is willing to send 
lessons on free examination without money in 
advance is because. they want to remove every 
obstacle to putting this knowledge in the hands 
of the many interested’ people as soon as passible, 


knowing full well that a test of some of the menus ~ 


in the lessons themselves is more convincing than 
anything that can possibly be said about them, 


Please clip out and mail the following form instead of writing a letter, as this 
is a copy of the blank adopted by the Society, and will be honored at once 


SPREE Re DH NR ee Oe Ty TTILITiItTitLtLLTTLtittttt ttt 


CORRECTIVE EATING SOCIETY, 


Dept. 435, 43 West 1€th Street, New York City 


You may send me prepaid a copy of Corfective Eating in 24 Lessons. I will either remail them to 


you within five days.or send you $3.50. 
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